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INTRODUCTION
AIM OF THE HANDBOOK
This Handbook contains information on all Courses planned for Year 11 and 12 and is one of
a range of supports offered by the College to assist you to plan for the future. Whilst some
Course content is included in the booklet, information relating to the Western Australian
Certificate of Education (WACE), University and Registered Training Organisations (e.g.
TAFE) entry requirements are also provided to assist your decision-making process. A clear
understanding of the information provided in this handbook will assist the subject selection
process. The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) is responsible for the Year
11 and 12 Curriculum across Western Australia. Students are required to meet certain
standards to achieve the Western Australian Certificate of Education at the completion of
Year 12. These requirements are reflected in this handbook.
COMBINED RESPONSIBILITY
Parents and students are requested to familiarise themselves with the contents of this
handbook. The College expects students to adopt a conscientious approach to the process of
selecting subjects. This is an ideal time to revisit the expectations of the College and make
a commitment for the future. We ask all students and their families to sign an On-going
Enrolment Agreement as part of the Course selection process for Years 11 and 12.
IMPORTANCE OF YEAR 11 and 12
Data analysis informs us that there is a strong correlation between results achieved in Year
11 and final performance in Year 12. The establishment of good study routines and clear
goals is vital in Year 11. During Year 11, students need to be aware of the grades they require
to achieve WACE and informed about the scores and pre-requisites that are required for entry
into University or Registered Training Organisations (e.g. TAFE). At the end of Year 11, a
student’s final grade and marks need to be within reach of the entry requirements for
Registered Training Organisations or University. If this is not the case, students will have
difficulty achieving their goal as Courses are more difficult in Year 12.
“The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short; but
in setting our aim too low and achieving our mark.” Michelangelo

Peter Bothe
Principal
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GENERAL ADVICE
Sacred Heart College is acutely aware of the
importance and significance of choosing the
“right” subjects and as a result the College
offers students with individual counselling.
Each student is allocated a subject advisor
who will provide support with the process of
selecting subjects for 2021.
The academic performance of our students
over a long period of time is in part a reflection
of this personalised approach to subject
counselling. The information contained in this
Handbook is presented to you at this time to
assist in making important decisions about your
future education and possible career choices.
During the year you will have been thinking
seriously about the decisions you must make
for 2021 This book is designed to help you and
your parents to decide which subjects will best
suit your abilities, interests and aspirations. All
students should seek advice before arriving at
final decisions about courses. Discussions with
your parents are vital, as parents' support will
be needed no matter what choice is made.

Lucio Cicchini
Deputy Principal (Curriculum)
lucio.cicchini@cewa.edu.au
9246 8221

In order to make the right choice of subjects in Years 11 and 12, it is important that students
consider their future career options and post school education. Students and their parents are
encouraged to gather as much information as possible. As students learn more about
themselves and the opportunities available to them, their decisions and career planning will
become more sharply focussed. In considering their career options, students should take into
account their academic ability, skills, talents, areas of interest and personality.
Current Year 10 students
Year 10 students will be provided with considerable assistance to help with subject choices
through your subject classes and Year Assemblies. Each student will be allocated a Subject
Adviser. This person will assist students in the process of selecting appropriate subjects for 2021.
Current Year 11 students
Year 11 students you will meet with the subject Counsellor (Mrs Knox) early in Term 3.

Helpful Steps
In considering a career and choosing subjects it may be helpful for students to work through the
following checklist:
1.
List your positive qualities and talents. Identify your interests and values.
2.
List challenging/realistic goals for yourself.
3.
Identify subjects that you have studied in which you have achieved good results.
4.
Identify subject prerequisites for specific courses at TAFE or University.
5.
Consider how the subjects offered relate to work or further training.
6.
List the different types of career options available to you.
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7.
8.

List your aims for the future (e.g. Employment, University, TAFE, Apprenticeship)
Identify the entry requirements for Post Secondary Courses

Parents:
Although this book has been primarily addressed to students, it has also been written for you.
We hope that will go through the material together so that the decisions are made together.
Performing well in Years 11 and 12 will lead to:
•
Students achieving the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE).
•
A wider range of accessible courses and preferred careers at University and TAFE.
•
Generally, more interesting and challenging careers.
•
Self satisfaction.
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SECTION A: GENERAL INFORMATION
1.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YEAR 12?
At Sacred Heart College most of the Year 10 students will continue with studies to Year 12.
Essentially, students follow three main pathways:
(i)
University – including the public universities (University of WA, Murdoch University,
Curtin University, Edith Cowan University), as well as the only private Catholic
university, The University of Notre Dame Australia.
(ii) TAFE – including two major metropolitan campuses, (North or South Metro TAFE as
well as country and regional campuses delivering Technical and Further Education
training.
(iii) Employment or further study – this includes apprenticeships, traineeships, further study
at Independent Colleges as well as employment.
Students from SHC have accessed the following post-school destinations:
University
Approximately 75%
TAFE and other
Approximately 20%
Other
Approximately 5%
(Note: Other includes employment, repeating Year 12, Independent Colleges,
Traineeships, and Apprenticeships.)

What decisions do Students have to make?
Students are asked to select of a program of study that suits their needs, circumstances
future goals and aspirations. This is a shared responsibility between students, parents and
the College. In making decisions about appropriate subjects for Years 11 and 12 it is
necessary to have a clear understanding of the following:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

The academic performance in Years 11 and 12 can impact on the viable post
secondary school destinations that students are able to access. The strengths,
interests, work ethic and qualities of each student will affect academic performance.
The achievement of WACE, entry into the TAFE and or University may be affected by
the appropriate selection of subjects.
There is an increasing number and variety of pathways available for students to
University courses. Students and parents are requested to liaise with Mrs Julie
Bertolucci (Head of Careers) or individual institutions to obtain information on these.
Employment is in a rapid state of change in terms of skills required, new jobs created,
part-time, casual and other work options.

Decision-making may include the following questions:
●
Which career would I like to pursue?
●
What are some of my options after leaving school?
●
What is the required prerequisite to access my preferred post-school destination?
●
What background do I need to meet this entrance criteria?

How are Years 11 and 12 different?
Year 11 is treated as a separate year from Year 12 and each subject has a year length
syllabus. Subjects are treated as year length subjects. Only Year 12 subjects classified as
ATAR courses will be examined for university entrance. In Year 11 and Year 12, all students
will continue to study Religious Education and 5 other courses. Students taking a CareerLink
pathway will study 6 courses in addition to their CareerLink program.
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2.

YEAR 11 AND 12 CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT
At Sacred Heart College all Year 11 and 12 courses (including Religion and Life) are
accredited by the SCSA. The complete list of Courses offered by the College is here.
(i)

ATAR Courses
ATAR Courses are assessed numerically and each student is awarded a percentage
mark and grade for each Course. ATAR courses are intended for students aiming to
enrol in a university course directly from school. These courses will be examined by the
School Curriculum and Standards Authority and contribute to the achievement of an
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). Students aspiring to University are strongly
advised to study at least five ATAR Courses in Years 11 and 12. School based
examinations will be held at the completion of Semester 1 and Semester 2 for Year 11
and 12 ATAR Courses.

(ii) General Courses
General courses are assessed numerically, and each student is awarded a
percentage mark and grade for each Course. General courses do not include
examinations and are primarily intended for students aiming to enter further
training or the workforce directly from school. These courses are also intended for
students who wish to access University through an alternative pathway apart from
the exclusive use of ATAR as a basis for entry. Students who choose a CareerLink
pathway are expected to study General Courses and complete a Vocational
Education and Training (VET) certificate.
External Examinations
In Year 12, students studying ATAR Courses are required to sit external examinations set by
the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) in order to gain direct access to
University from secondary school. These examinations normally occur in November.
Assessment
Assessment for each Course is continuous and cumulative. Grades achieved at the end
of the year, are reported to the SCSA. At the completion of Year 12, each student will
receive a Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA). This will
provide a summary of all the courses completed in Years 11 and 12 and the student’s
level of achievement in these courses.
Grading
The grades that may be awarded are shown below:
A Excellent Achievement
B High Achievement
C Satisfactory Achievement
D Limited Achievement
E Very Low Achievement
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OTHER COURSES
(ii)

Vocational Education and Training industry specific (VET) courses are for students who
are aiming to enter further training or the workforce directly from school. VET programs
contribute to the achievement of the Western Australian Certificate of Education
(WACE). VET courses have been developed in close consultation with WA Industry
Training Councils and include a full, nationally recognised qualification and
mandatory industry-related workplace learning. These courses are mainly offered
through the CareerLink program. The College also offers a Certificate II/III in Music
Industry and a Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology.

(iii)

Foundation courses are intended for students who need additional assistance in
demonstrating the minimum standard of literacy and numeracy. The College
ultimately determines whether these courses are offered from year to year.

(iv) Preliminary Courses are intended for students who require modification to the
curriculum to meet their special needs. Preliminary courses do not contribute to the
achievement of a WACE. These Courses are only offered on a needs basis. The
College ultimately determines whether these courses are offered from year to year.
(v)

Endorsed Programs
Endorsed programs cannot be directly used for University entrance. However, they
can be used towards the achievement of WACE and they are recorded on a
student’s Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA).
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3.

SCHOOL CURRICULUM AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY CERTIFICATION
At the completion of year 12, ALL students who have completed WACE courses, VET
certificates or endorsed programs will receive a folio of achievement including:
(i)

The Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA)
A WASSA is issued to all Year 12 students who complete any study that contributes
towards a WACE. It lists all courses and programs completed by a student in Years
11 and 12 and records:
●
The meeting of WACE requirements or a statement of literacy/ numeracy
●
Exhibitions and awards achieved by the student
●
The student’s WACE combined mark
●
The student’s grades and marks achieved in course units
●
The student’s VET qualifications
●
The endorsed programs successfully completed by the student
●
The number of community service hours completed by the student
●
Results achieved by the student in WACE Courses from Year 11

(ii)

The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
This Certificate is issued by SCSA to students who meet the following requirements.

(iii)

(1)

General requirements
• Demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and a minimum standard of
numeracy (achievement of Band 8 in reading, writing and numeracy in the
Year 9 NAPLAN test satisfies this requirement).
• Complete a minimum of 20 units or equivalents as described below
• Complete four or more Year 12 ATAR courses in Year 12 or complete five or
more General Courses in Year 12.

(2)

Breadth and depth.
Students will complete a minimum of 20 course units or the equivalent. This
requirement must include at least:
• A minimum of 10 Year 12 units or the equivalent
• Two completed Year 11 English units and one pair of completed Year 12
English units
• One pair of Year 12 course units from each of List A (arts /languages/social
sciences) and List B (mathematics/science/technology).

(3)

Achievement standard
●
Students will be required to achieve 14 C grades (or equivalent, see below)
in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including at least six C grades in Year 12 units
(or equivalent).
●
Unit equivalence can be obtained through Vocational Education and
Training (VET) programs and/or endorsed programs. The maximum unit
equivalence available through these programs is eight units – four units in
Year 11 and four units in Year 12.

A WACE Course Report (ATAR Courses only) is distributed to students who sit external
ATAR examinations. This document will provide:
● The student’s school grades for each Course.
● The student’s school assessment mark out of 100 for each Course.
● The student’s raw examination mark out of 100 for each Course.
● The student’s standardised examination mark out of 100 for each Course.
● The student’s WACE Course combined mark out of 100 for each Course.
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● The State-wide distribution of combined marks.
Note: Practical Courses will have the written and practical marks reported separately.

4.

ADMISSION TO TERTIARY STUDIES – UNIVERSITY
(i)

University of Notre Dame Australia www.nd.edu.au
The University of Notre Dame Australia is a Catholic independent university situated
in Fremantle. NDA does not rely solely on the ATAR to determine university entrance
and their selection system for Notre Dame is different from the other Universities.
Applicants apply to the University directly, not through the Tertiary Institutions Services
Centre (TISC).
Selection Criteria for Notre Dame:
a) Full academic records for Years 11 and 12, including the WASSA.
b) Meet WACE requirements.
c) Meet the University’s English Language requirement.
d) Should have an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (minimum rank of 70.00 or
higher). A Certificate Level IV, will also be considered for admission for select
courses. This excludes direct entry into Law, Medicine and Education.
e) A personal statement provided by the student in a form of an essay, outlining
individual qualities, goals and motivation for seeking admission to Notre Dame.
f)
References from school and work contacts.
g) A completed application form including supporting documentation.
h) Personal interview with a member of the University.
Alternative Entry to Notre Dame
The Tertiary Pathway Program is a 13-week, one semester program, which runs twice
a year, for students who have narrowly failed to satisfy the academic requirements
for admission. Students should submit an application to the course of their choice at
Notre Dame and they will be advised as to whether they have been accepted into
the course or they should apply for the Tertiary Pathway Program. Students/parents
should check the University of Notre Dame website for details.

(ii)

University Entrance – Public Universities in WA
In order to qualify for admission to Curtin University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch
University or the University of Western Australia, a student must fulfil the following
criteria:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Meet the WACE requirements prescribed by the SCSA.
Achieve English Language Competence as prescribed by the individual
universities.
Attain a sufficiently high ATAR for entry to a particular university course.
Satisfy any prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses.
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A student wishing to gain direct entry into University should note the following
requirements:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Students will select six accredited courses (in Years 11 and 12) including Religion
and Life.
A minimum of four ATAR courses combination needs to be chosen in Year 12.
It is compulsory for a student to study either English or Literature.
The Tertiary Entrance Aggregate will be determined on the sum of the best 4
ATAR Courses studied in Year 12. Only Year 12 marks are used to determine a
student’s ATAR.
Course prerequisites for university courses of interest must be met.
Students who achieve a majority of ‘C’ and ‘B’ grades in Year 10 should
consider taking five ATAR Courses and one General Course in Year 11.
Students who achieve a majority of ‘A’ grades in Year 10 should consider
taking six ATAR Courses for in Year 11.
Certain Course combinations are not acceptable in relation to the calculation
of the ATAR. Examples of unacceptable combinations are Mathematics
Methods and Mathematics Applications. A student cannot use both a mark
for Methods and a mark for Applications in the calculation of their Tertiary
Entrance Aggregate (TEA) and their ATAR (Australian Tertiary Entrance Rank).
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5.

AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR)
Access to courses at public universities is decided by a student’s ATAR. This is a number out
of 100 and indicates a student’s relative position compared with all other Year 12 ATAR
students.
An ATAR ranges from zero to 99.95. An ATAR of 88.50 for example, would mean that this
student was in the top 11.50% of all Year 12 students or in other words, the student was better
than 88.49% of Year 12 students, irrespective of whether they intended to apply for university
entrance.
The ATAR is derived from the Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA). The TEA is calculated by
adding the best four scaled scores in courses or subjects. Scores can contribute toward a
student’s ATAR over five consecutive years. TISC will inform each student of their TEA and
ATAR.
Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR)
The following points have been agreed to by the four public universities.
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)

All ATAR Courses developed by SCSA - are eligible for use in determining an ATAR.
For a student’s Course to be used in the calculation of his/her ATAR:
● The entire Course needs to be completed
● The external assessments need to be undertaken
The final Course Level of Achievement will be a 50:50 combination of internal and
external assessments.
A student’s TEA will be determined by the sum of a student’s best four scaled scores.
There will be no need for List 1, List 2 (in this aggregate) as breadth of study is covered
by the WACE requirements.
There will be some unacceptable Course combinations for the determination of the
ATAR (English and Literature)
The determination of a student’s ATAR is independent of his/her achieving WACE.

Please check the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre website for more details
www.tisc.edu.au
(i)

University Entrance – Additional Information
● Students aspiring to university entrance should aim for an ATAR of 70 or higher for
entry in Edith Cowan, Murdoch and Curtin Universities.
● For entry into the University of Western Australia, students should aim for an ATAR
of 80 or higher.

(ii)

Entry Requirements for Medicine and Dentistry (UWA) and Curtin Undergraduate
Medicine
Students wishing to apply for a Direct Pathway to Medicine or Dentistry at UWA or
Medicine at Curtin will be required to sit the UCAT examination in July of their Yr 12
year, and students would be advised to have studied Chemistry at Year 12 level.
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6.

ALTERNATIVE PATHWAY ENTRANCE INTO UNIVERSITY
Other ways of gaining University Entrance other than using an ATAR score
Universities have developed other entry pathways such as the University Preparation
Courses at Murdoch, Curtin, Edith Cowan and Notre Dame University and Portfolio
Pathways at Edith Cowan, Curtin and Murdoch University.
Information on these can be accessed by contacting the Career Counsellors at the
College or on the university’s respective websites:
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/study/undergraduate-students/admissions-pathways
https://www.ecu.edu.au/future-students/applying
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/how-to-apply
https://study.curtin.edu.au/applying/pathways/
Alternative University entry considerations offered include:
(i)

Murdoch University – On Track or On Track Sprint, Mudoch’s enabling programs and
Law Start program. Mudoch also offers a Portfolio Pathway for admission to a
number of majors for our Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Communications, or Bachelor
of Creative Media courses using a creative portfolio application.

(ii)

Edith Cowan University – Uniprep courses and Experience Based Entry Schemes are
available. Also, applicants who believe they should be considered due to
extraordinary circumstances may write to the Admissions Centre outlining these
circumstances. ATAR students completing year 12 who wish to apply for a Bachelor
of Music, or Performing Arts (Performance Making), or Arts (Arts Management), or
Education (Secondary), specialising in Music Education,will need to apply via TISC
AND apply directly to ECU.

(iii)

University of WA – consideration is available for students who have suffered certain
disadvantages during their final year (UWAY).

(iv)

Curtin University – Uniready courses as well as Portfolio Entry Pathways are
available.Applicants who believe they should be considered due to extraordinary
circumstances may write to the Admissions Centre outlining these circumstances.
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8. CAREERLINK PROGRAM
What is CareerLink?
Students aiming to enter TAFE, University, traineeships, apprenticeships or employment need
a curriculum which enhances their opportunity to access these destinations. The CareerLink
Project is a School-Industry program offering both Workplace Learning and Training Courses.
Students at Sacred Heart College are able to access a large range of Vocational Education
and Training (VET) Certificates by being part of a cluster of schools. Sacred Heart College is
in the Northern Suburbs Cluster titled CareerLink. Other schools in the CareerLink cluster
include St Mary’s, Hale School, St Mark’s, John Septimus Roe, Kingsway Christian College and
Lake Joondalup Baptist College. Students who choose CareerLink may have students from
some of these schools in their VET course.
All courses must attract a viable class size to go ahead.
How CareerLink Operates
Students spend one day per week in the workplace or the training course (Tuesday). Students
must make their own way to and from their course or work placement.
Training Courses
CareerLink students are offered a broad range of Vocational Education and Training courses
that are nationally accredited, leading to a qualification. Each course is conducted at
specific training campus at a variety of locations. Students attend one day per week on
Tuesdays, with a discrete class from CareerLink member schools. Students receive pastoral
care in the new learning environment and progress reports are provided to schools and
parents.
The range of courses offered to CareerLink students start at Certificate II level through to a
Certificate IV, depending on the industry area. Some courses are year length courses
however some Trade courses operate over a two-year period (ie, Years 11 and 12)
Students who are successful in achieving Units of Competency towards the completion of a
Certificate will be issued with a Statement of Attainment. The nominal hours for each
qualification equate to unit equivalents in batches of 55 hours, which count towards
Secondary Graduation and listed on the students' WA Certificate of Education.
Do students have to do CareerLink if they choose not to undertake an ATAR pathway?
Yes, students at Sacred Heart College who do not choose an ATAR pathway must choose a
CareerLink pathway. Any student who for whatever reason does not wish to pursue such a
pathway must have an interview (including parents) with the Deputy Principal – Curriculum.
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VET Certificates offered in 2021:
* (indicates a 2-year course over years 11 and 12)
* Certificate IV Allied Health Assistance – DNA Kingston, Belmont 2 year course (additional costs
apply for this course)
Certificate II Automotive Vocational Preparation – AIT (MTA) Balcatta 1 year course
* Certificate II Building / Construction- NMTAFE, Balga 2 year course
Certificate III Business- Fremantle Education Centre, 1 year course
Certificate IV Business (Yr. 12 only) -Fremantle Education Centre, 1 year course
Certificate III Career Advancement- DNA Kingston, Belmont, 1 year course
Certificate IV Community Services (Yr. 12 only) -Fremantle Education Centre, 1 year course
*
Certificate II Data / Voice Communications – NMTAFE Balga, 2 year course
Certificate III in Dental Assisting – DNA Kingston, Belmont 2 year course (additional costs
apply for this course)
Certificate III Early Childhood Education and Care- Fremantle Education Centre, 1 year course
Certificate III Education Support- Fremantle Education Centre, 1 year course
Certificate IV Education Support (Yr. 12 only) Fremantle Education Centre, 1 year course
*
Certificate II Electrotechnology – NMTAFE, Balga 2-year course
Certificate III Events – NMTAFE Joondalup, 1-year course
Certificate II Health Support Services -DNA Kingston, Belmont, 1year course
Certificate III Health Services Assistance -DNA Kingston, Belmont, 1 year course
*
Certificate II Plumbing- NMTAFE Balga, 2-year course
*
Certificate IV Live Production and Technical Services- WAAPA, 2 year course
Certificate II Retail Cosmetics- NMTAFE Joondalup, 1year course
What about other external courses?
There is no option to do other external courses at Sacred Heart College. Students can either
choose VET courses through CareerLink or the VET Certificates we offer on-site such as Cert II/III
Music and Cert II IT and Digital Media. If a course cannot be found amongst this list to suit a
student’s interest, they can choose to do a work placement only through CareerLink on
Tuesdays, ideally in which their work placement can be tailored around their area of interest.
Workplace Learning alongside their course
CareerLink is a program that equips students with employability skills. Workplace Learning is
recognized by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority and students receive credit
towards the achievement of WACE (West Australian Certificate of Education). This component
of the program is vital in developing the social capital skills of young people. We are often told
of students who are offered an apprenticeship, traineeship and employment as a result of their
exposure to the real world of adult learning and work experience. Research proves that
workplace learning helps to develop networks in the industry.
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Skills achievement is recorded in the student’s CareerLink Logbook which is issued by the School
VET Coordinator. A minimum hour of 55 workplace learning is required by each student enrolled
in CareerLink at Sacred Heart College. Some courses require more than 55 hours, (ie 110 hours
for most trades, Ed Support courses). Students normally complete their workplace learning
during blocks in exam breaks and when their course finishes for the year (which is latest by the
end of term 3). For some courses and to ensure minimum hour requirements are met- students
need to complete workplace learning for several days during the school holidays.

Benefits of CareerLink
The CareerLink Program benefits students by:
● Developing an understanding of the theory by practical application.
● Enhancing further education, training and employment prospects.
● Assists in Career Planning.
● Providing a realistic understanding of expectations in specific industries.
● Boosting self-esteem, confidence and responsibility.
● Developing an awareness of the link between school, further education and
employment.
Where can students find out more about courses?
Compulsory: 4 August 2020 CareerLink Expo and Information Evening at Sacred Heart College
Any student who wishes to participate in the 2021 CareerLink program is expected to attend
this Expo. Brief details of the Expo are set out below:
Date:
Commencement Time:
Location:
Bookings:

Tuesday, 4th August 2020
6.15 pm or 7.15pm sessions available
Sacred Heart College RNDM Theatre
via the RNDM Ticketbooth system

Purpose of CareerLink Expo
The purpose of the Expo is to provide students with the opportunity to meet course providers,
discuss course requirements and learn about career outcomes from the providers
themselves. A short presentation will be given at 6.15pm and 7.15pm for parents/ students to
gain a fuller understanding of the CareerLink program. A number of key staff will be also in
attendance to answer any questions that students and parents may have. All of the 2021
courses will be showcased by their providers.
Application Process for entry into CareerLink Program
Students must apply to join CareerLink and interviews are conducted at the School. The Career
Development Coordinator liaises with the School VET Coordinator/ Career Counsellor to
allocate the student to the appropriate Training Course aligned with the student’s career goal.
Once the student has been to the CareerLink Expo, applications will be received for 2020. All
applications are submitted online. Applications will be due by FRIDAY 21st AUGUST. Once a
student has been accepted into the CareerLink program, they only fill in a short re enrolment
form in future years.
Starting CareerLink in Year 12
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Students can do ATAR in Year 11 and then change to CareerLink for Year 12. All Cert IV courses
can be entered in Year 12 only (except Cert IV Live Production which is a 2-year course) and
do not require that you have done the Cert III previously (although it is recommended).
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What do you do after a 1-year Events or Automotives course?
If students are interested in a Certificate III Events or Certificate II Automotive (both can be
done in Year 11 or 12). The following is recommended once they finish the course:
Events - either look at Cert IV Business for Year 12, which is an excellent pairing for work in the
field of event management or look at work placement only for Year 12 and obtain further work
experience in the event industry.
Automotive- work experience in the automotive trade.
Does a Certificate IV course get you into University?
Edith Cowan University, Murdoch and Curtin Universities accept a combination of a Certificate
IV (any type) plus achievement of English competency and WACE achievement as the
equivalent ATAR achievement of 70. This makes many courses available to students choosing
this pathway at University. Students will need to confer with the SHC Careers Counsellors to
check individual universities for their ATAR entry point.
Courses that have a guaranteed ATAR of 70, means that as long as a student meets WACE,
passes English and gets Certificate IV will definitely get a place at these institutions. If a course
has an indicative ATAR of 70, it is not guaranteed as they will select from the top rank scores
downwards. Usually, students will get a spot and hence why they indicate the ATAR as being
70. You can see all of the TISC data from previous years and what the cut off scores ended up
being for every course the previous year at www.tisc.edu.au
Examples of Pathways from courses
Certificate II Health Support Services to Certificate III Health Support Assistance can then apply
for TAFE Cert IV Enrolled Nursing and then into Bachelor of Nursing (shortened pathway) or
Diploma of Science Edith Cowan College from Cert III and then into 2 nd year Nursing or Health
Science Degree programs.
Certificate III Business to Certificate IV Business
Can they apply to a range of courses which accept Cert IV as entry point (i.e. Bachelor of
Commerce at ECU, Curtin or Murdoch)
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8.

ADMISSION TO TAFE.
Vocational education and training has become increasingly important to school leavers
seeking to join the workforce. TAFE offers students an enormous range of subjects and
courses to meet their specific career goals and is the State’s largest vocational education
and training provider.
Reference should be made to the following website:
https://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/
(i)

TAFE Offers:
(a) Award Courses
(b) Trade Training
(c) Entry and Bridging Courses
a)

Award Courses
In line with the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF), TAFE offers Award
Courses which range from the basic Certificate I Course to the more advanced
Diploma Courses, as follows:
Certificate Level I
Certificate Level II
Certificate Level III
Certificate Level IV
Diploma
Advanced Diploma
Associate Degree
TAFE courses have a variety of entrance requirements, and it is important that
applicants consult the Entrance Requirements and Selection Criteria for the
appropriate course before they apply.

b) Trade Training
Pre-apprenticeship and pre-vocational courses,
apprentices, post trade courses and traineeships.
c)
(ii)

off-the-job

training

for

Entry and Bridging Courses
Gives students sufficient skills and confidence to enter mainstream TAFE courses.

Areas of Study
There are 13 areas of study from which courses may be selected at TAFE Colleges:
1. Aerospace, Maritime and Logistics
2. Agriculture, Animals, Science and the Environment
3. Automotive
4. Building & Construction
5. Business and Finance
6. Creative Industries
7. Defence
8. Education and Community Services
9. Engineering & Mining
10. English, Languages and Foundation Studies
11. Health, Beauty and Fitness
12. Hospitality, Travel & Tourism & Events
13. Information Technology, Library and Digital
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(iii) How TAFE Selects Successful Applicants
For full-time study at TAFE, students will need to apply online/f by the closing date via
https://www.northmetrotafe.wa.edu.au/futurestudents/apply-and-enrol
Applications open for full time TAFE open in September.. Students seeking to enrol at
TAFE should be aware of the following:
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank IS NOT used to assess your application. TAFE
makes no differentiation between Course results from different stages. This factor
has implications for maximising TAFE entry scores. In order to select students for
each course TAFE applies a selection criteria. To see details regarding the selection
criteria for TAFE courses:
https://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/TAFEadmissions-guide-V2-Final.pdf?2
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9.

ADMISSION TO UNIVERSITY USING TAFE QUALIFICATIONS
University

Curtin University of
Technology

Edith Cowan University

Murdoch University

Minimum Entry Requirement

Contact Information
(Universities Admission Centre)

Certificate IV
English language competence
In many cases a diploma and
subject prerequisites are
recommended.

University Admissions Centre
1300 222 888
w: study.curtin.edu.au

Certificate IV
English language competence(
ECU will also accept an “A”
grade for General English.
Certificate III meets entry
requirements for the ECU
University Preparation Course
(Uniprep).
Applications for entry to a
degree program at ECU can
also be made through the
Experience Based Entry Scheme
Pathway

Student Recruitment

Certificate IV – English language
competence

Prospective Students and Admission
Centre
T: 1300 MURDOCH (1300 687 3624)

E: futurestudents@curtin.edu.au

T: 134ECU(134 328)
E: futurestudy@ecu.edu.au
W:
https://www.ecu.edu.au/

E: admissions@murdoch.edu.au
W: www.murdoch.edu.au
University of Notre Dame
Australia

University of
Western Australia

Certificate IV for some courses
only or to the Tertiary Pathway
Program
English language competence

Admissions Office
T: 08 9433 0533

Diploma
English language competence
Subject prerequisites

Admissions Centre
T: 08 6488 2477
Country callers: 1800 653 050
F: 08 6488 1226
E: general.enquiries@uwa.edu.au
W: www.studyat.uwa.edu.au

E: future@nd.edu.au
W: www.nd.edu.au

More detailed information is available on the TAFE website:
https://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/
Advice to Students
Students who are considering TAFE Courses, apprenticeships, traineeships or employment as their
post-school destination are strongly recommended to enrol in the following subjects:
1.
2.
3.

CareerLink (compulsory)Certificate orWorkplace Learning.
An English Course - either General or ATAR (compulsory).
Religion and Life General (compulsory)
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4.
5.

Though not essential for some post-school destinations, we strongly recommend that
students select a Mathematics course.
This leaves the selection of three further subjects dependent on interests, possible
vocational destinations and ability.

10. HOW TO CHOOSE SUBJECTS FOR YEARS 11 AND 12
Step 1
Step 2
Step 3
Step 4

-

Research what you would like to do when you leave school.
Identify if TAFE or University is the required pathway.
Determine if any prerequisite courses are required for Year 12.
Choose the subjects for Year 11 that lead to the Year 12 courses that you
require.

Factors to Consider in Selecting Subjects
It is recommended that students consider the following:
(a) Academic Ability
In order to achieve success in subjects, it is essential that students achieve a prerequisite
standard in prescribed courses. Please take careful note of prerequisites as listed in this
booklet.
(b) Interests
Students should pursue their interests at their ability and performance level. Students who
take subjects they like, enjoy or are passionate about are more likely to maximise their
achievement.
(c) Career Aspirations
Students, whether planning to seek early employment, employment after school or to
continue with further studies (TAFE’s, University) should choose subjects which will maximise
their options for the future. Students should also be aware that many TAFE qualifications
can lead to university entry with advanced standing (ie ATAR is not the only avenue to
university entrance).
Pathways – General Advice on Courses
Pathway
Year 11
Direct Entry into University
At least 5 ATAR
(ATAR)
Courses
TAFE or Employment
CareerLink and
GENERAL Courses
Alternative University
Pathway

ATAR English,
CareerLink Course
and General
Courses

Year 12
At least 5 ATAR Courses
All GENERAL Courses
CareerLink and GENERAL
Courses
Certificate IV (CareerLink),
General Courses and ATAR
English

University Pathway - courses to choose:
1. Religion and Life (ATAR or General)
2. English or Literature (ATAR)
3. Course Choice (1) – ATAR - It is recommended that students choose a Mathematics Course.
4. Course Choice (2) - ATAR
5. Course Choice (3) - ATAR
6. Course Choice (4) - (ATAR or General)
* Students studying a University Pathway must study at least four ATAR Courses to access University.
TAFE Pathway - courses to choose:
Students must do a CareerLink Course (VET) Certificate AND the following courses:
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Religion and Life (General)
English (General)
Course Choice (1) - It is recommended that students choose a Mathematics Course (General).
Course Choice (2) (General)
Course Choice (3) (General)
Course Choice (4) (General)

YEARS 11 AND 12 PATHWAYS
The selection process has been represented diagrammatically below. All Year 12 students must
study Religion and Life (either ATAR or General).

TAFE PATHWAY

UNIVERSITY PATHWAY
Recommended minimum of 5 ATAR

ALTERNATIVE UNIVERSITY
PATHWAY
(Year 12s only)

Religion and Life (General)

Religion and Life (ATAR)
or
Religion and Life (General)

Certificate IV Business
(CareerLink)

English (General)
English (ATAR)
or
English Literature (ATAR)

Religion and Life (General)

CareerLink
(Certificate II or III)
English (ATAR)
Choice Subject 1
(ATAR)

Choice Subject 1
(General)
Choice Subject 2
(ATAR)

Choice Subject 1
(General)

Choice Subject 2
(General)
Choice Subject 3
(ATAR)

Choice Subject 2
(General)

Choice Subject 4
(ATAR or General)

Choice Subject 3
(General)

Choice Subject 3
(General)

Choice Subject 4
(General)
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YEAR 11 PROPOSED COURSES
Learning Area
Religious Education
English

ATAR Courses

General Courses

Recommended for entry
into university

Recommended for entry
into workforce/TAFE

Religion & Life

Religion & Life

English

English

Literature
Economics

L
I
S
T

Humanities

Economics

Geography
Modern History
Politics and Law

Languages

A
The Arts

French (Second Language)
Japanese (Second Language)
Dance

Dance

Drama

Drama

Media Production & Analysis

Media Production & Analysis

Music
Technologies
Health & Physical
Education
Mathematics

Visual Arts

Visual Arts

Children, Family & the Community

Children, Family & the Community

Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies

Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies

Mathematics Specialist

Mathematics Essentials

Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Applications
Biology

L

Chemistry

I

Science

S

Human Biology

Human Biology
Marine & Maritime Studies

Marine & Maritime Studies

Physics

T

Psychology

B

Accounting & Finance

Food Science & Technology

Applied Information Technology

Materials Design & Technology
(Metal)
Materials Design & Technology
(Wood)
Dimensional Design

Technologies
Dimensional Design
Engineering Studies

Certificate II in Digital Media
Vocational Education

Certificate II in Music Industry
Careerlink

Important Notes

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Variety of Certificates (II and III)

Students must study a minimum of 6 courses. TAFE Pathways students will select 6 courses and careerlink.
Students must select a minimum of 1 course from List A and 1 course from List B
Students must study Religion and Life (at either ATAR or General level).
Students must study English or Literature (at either ATAR or General level).
It is highly recommended that all students study Mathematics although it is not compulsory to do so.
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6.
7.
8.
9.

Students who wish to obtain an ATAR for University entry are advised to select a minimum of five ATAR courses
in Year 11.
Students currently achieving mostly ‘C’ grades in Year 10 are advised to select 5 ATAR courses and 1 General
course in Year 11.
General courses are recommended for students who wish to pursue a workforce/TAFE/careerLink pathway.
The College will endeavour to offer as many of the above listed courses as possible. However, courses
selected by an insufficient number of students may not operate in 2021. Note, the College will be especially
careful in running new courses that have never been offered before.

YEAR 12 PROPOSED COURSES
ATAR Courses

Learning Area

Religious Education
English

Recommended for entry
into university

Humanities

Recommended for entry
into workforce/TAFE

Religion & Life

Religion & Life

English

English

Literature
Economics

L
I
S
T

General Courses

Economics

Geography
Modern History
Politics and Law

Languages
A

The Arts

French (Second Language)
Japanese (Second Language)
Dance

Dance

Drama

Drama

Media Production & Analysis
Music

Technologies
Health & Physical
Education

Mathematics

Visual Arts

Visual Arts

Children, Family & the Community

Children, Family & the Community

Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies

Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies

Mathematics Specialist

Mathematics Essentials

Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Applications

L
I
S
T

Biology

Marine & Maritime Studies

Chemistry

Science

Human Biology

Human Biology
Physics
Psychology

B

Applied Information Technology

Technologies

Engineering Studies
Dimensional Design

Dimensional Design
Food Science & Technology
Materials Design & Technology(Wood)
Materials Design & Technology (Metal)
Certificate II in Digital Media
(offered on site at Sacred Heart
College)
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Certificate III in Music Industry
(offered on site at Sacred Heart
College)
Variety of Certificates (II and III)

Vocational
Education &
Training

CareerLink

Certificate IV

*Please note this course must be conducted through a Nationally Recognised Training Provider. Further
details can be obtained at http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSB20115

The College reserves the right to NOT run any of the above courses depending on the level of demand
by students and taking into account resource limitations.

EQUIVALENT YEAR 12 COURSES
University Preferred Pathway (ATAR Courses)
Year 11

Year 12

Children, Family & the Community
Dance
Drama
Economics
English
French - Second Language
Geography
Japanese - Second Language
Literature
Media Production and Analysis
Modern History
Music
Politics and Law
Religion and Life
Visual Arts
Accounting and Finance
Applied Information Technology
Biology
Chemistry
Dimensional Design
Engineering Studies
Human Biology
Marine and Maritime Studies
Mathematics Specialist
Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Applications
Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies
Physics
Psychology

Children, Family & the Community
Dance
Drama
Economics
English
French - Second Language
Geography
Japanese - Second Language
Literature
Media Production and Analysis
Modern History
Music
Politics and Law
Religion and Life
Visual Arts
Accounting and Finance (2020)
Applied Information Technology
Biology
Chemistry
Dimensional Design
Engineering Studies
Human Biology
Marine and Maritime Studies (2020)
Mathematics Specialist
Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Applications
Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies
Physics
Psychology

[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]

TAFE Preferred Pathway (General Courses)
Year 11

Year 12

Dance
Drama
Economics
English
Religion and Life

Dance
Drama
Economics
English
Religion and Life
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[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List A]

Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Children, Family and the Community
Children, Family and the Community
Media Production and Analysis
Media Production and Analysis
Design
Design
Food Science and Technology
Food Science and Technology
Human Biology
Human Biology
Marine and Maritime Studies
Marine and Maritime Studies
Materials Design & Tech - Wood
Materials Design & Tech - Wood
Materials Design & Tech - Metal
Materials Design & Tech – Metal
Mathematics Essentials
Mathematics Essentials
Outdoor Education
Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies
Physical Education Studies
Workplace Learning – CareerLink [Endorsed Program]
Certificate II Information, Digital Media and Technology
Certificate III Music Industry

CONTACT DETAILS FOR HEADS OF LEARNING AREAS

Religious Education
Head of Learning Area: Nicole Delbridge
Contact Details:

9246 8238
delbridge@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

English
Head of Learning Area: Justin Whitt
Contact Details:

9246 8220
whitt@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Health & Physical Education
Head of Learning Area: Luke Skerratt
Contact Details:

9246 8234
skerratt@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Languages
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[List A]
[List A]
[List A]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]
[List B]

Head of Learning Area: Jenny Biffin
Contact Details:

9246 8228
biffin@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Mathematics
Head of Learning Area: Ivan Resta
Contact Details:

9246 8272
resta@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Science
Head of Learning Area: Michelle Moreton
Contact Details:

9246 8252
moreton@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Technologies
Head of Learning Area: Barry Harrington
Contact Details:

9246 8227
harrington@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

The Arts
Head of Learning Area: Shannon Sodano
Contact Details:

9246 8235
sodano@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

The Humanities
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Head of Learning Area: Grant Miocevich
Contact Details:

9246 8240
miocevich@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Vocational Education
Head of Careers:

Julie Bertolucci

Contact Details:

9246 8256
bertolucci@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Religious Education
Head of Learning Area: Nicole Delbridge
Contact Details:

9246 8238
delbridge@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10
Religious
Education
Religious
Education Focus

Year 11

Year 12

Religion and Life ATAR
Religion and Life General

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Religion and Life ATAR
Religion
General

and

Life

Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

The shaded area indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.
Year 11 and 12 Religion and Life
Preamble
The Bishops of Western Australia have mandated that Religious Education for students in Years 11
and 12 enrolled at Catholic schools are to be taught according to the Religion and Life Course
using the content material provided by the Catholic Education Office. Four of the works are
produced for use in Catholic schools.
Semester
1
2

Year 11
Unit 1
Unit 2

Year 12
Unit 3
Unit 4

One of the many advantages for this change is that Religion and Life (General or ATAR)
contributes towards the Western Australia Certificate of Education. Students studying Religion
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and Life could use their result for Religion and Life (ATAR Course) towards their ATAR and entrance
to University.
The Religion and Life Course is offered in pairs of units. The Catholic modules can be taken at
different levels.
Units 1 and 2 in Year 11 can be taken at the General or ATAR levels.
Units 3 and 4 in Year 12 can be taken at the General or ATAR levels.
Each unit is approximately 15 weeks (one semester) in duration.

Religion and Life (ATAR)
Year 11 Religion and Life (ATAR)
Pre–requisite: 'B' 65% or higher in Year 10 Religious Education
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair. The notional time for each unit is 55 class contact hours.
Unit 1
The focus of this unit is the place of religion in society. It examines the responses of people to
religion, in particular how people understand the response of religion to their concerns, needs
and questions. Students develop the skills required for conducting an inquiry, processing
information, and communicating findings about the interplay between religion and life.
Unit 2
The focus of this unit is religious identity and purpose. It investigates how religion shapes, forms
and supports people in life. The unit also examines how religion impacts on and interacts with,
groups in society. Students develop the skills required for conducting an inquiry, processing
information, and communicating findings about the interplay between religion and life.
In Religion and Life (ATAR), students are assessed through the use of the following Assessment
types: Investigations, Explanations, Source analysis and Examinations.
Please note: No attempt is made to assess the students’ faith.
Year 12 Religion and Life (ATAR)
Pre–requisite: ‘C’ grade (60% or higher) in Year 11 Religion and Life (ATAR)
Course Description:
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The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair. The notional time for
the pair of units is 110 class contact hours.
Unit 3
The focus for this unit is the connection between past and present experiences of religion.
Students analyse the impact of changes within society and how these changes shape the way
individuals and groups interact with religion. They further develop research skills for conducting
an inquiry, processing information and communicating findings about the interplay between
religion and life.
Unit 4
The focus for this unit is the interplay between religion and life. Students explore how religion
responds to, and interacts with, issues that arise within society. They further develop research skills
for conducting an inquiry, processing information, and communicating findings about the
interplay between religion and life.
Please note: No attempt is made to assess the student's’ faith.

Religion and Life (General)
Year 11 Religion and Life (General)
Pre–requisite: C Grade (50% or higher) in Year 10 Religious Education
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair. The notional time for each unit is 55 class contact hours.
Unit 1
The focus of this unit is religion as a human activity. It explores how people search for meaning in
life and the characteristics of religion. Students conduct research and develop the skills required
for processing information and communicating findings about religion and life.
Unit 2
The focus of this unit is the role religion plays in society. It considers the responses offered by
religion to issues that exist in society. Students conduct research and develop the skills required
for processing information and communicating findings about religion and life.
Assessment
Students are assessed through the use of the following Assessment types: Investigations,
Explanations and Source analysis
Please note: No attempt is made to assess the students’ faith.
Year 12 Religion and Life (General)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade (50% or higher) Year 11 Religion and Life (General)
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Course Description:
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair. The notional time for
the pair of units is 110 class contact hours.
Unit 3
The focus of this unit is the role religion plays in the lives of people. It explores how people interact
with and respond to religion. Students consolidate the skills required for conducting an inquiry,
processing information and communicating findings about religion and life.
Unit 4
The focus for this unit is the interplay between religion and life. Students explore how religion
responds to and interacts with issues that arise within society. They further develop research skills
for conducting an inquiry, processing information and communicating findings about the
interplay between religion and life.
Assessment
Students are assessed through the use of the following Assessment types: Investigations,
Explanations, Source analysis and an Externally set task 15% (A written task or item or set of items
of one hour duration developed by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority and
administered by the school.) This task will contribute to the student’s final mark and grade.
Please note: No attempt is made to assess the student’s faith.

English
Head of Learning Area: Justin Whitt
Contact Details:

9246 8220
whitt@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10

Year 11
Literature ATAR

English Extension
English Mainstream
English Focus
Functional Literacy

English ATAR
English General
English Foundations

Year 12
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Literature ATAR
English ATAR
English General
English Foundations

The shaded area indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.
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Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Year 11 and 12 English
Preamble English students learn about language, how it works and how to use it effectively.
Language plays a central role in human life as it provides a vehicle for communication, a tool for
thinking, a means of creativity and a source of pleasure. Through language humans shape
understandings of themselves and their world. An understanding of language and the ability to
use it effectively empowers students. It gives them access to knowledge, enables them to play
an active part in society and contributes to their personal growth.
All students must complete four units in English over Years 11 and 12. English is compulsory in both
Years 11 and 12. To achieve a WACE Certificate, completion of two English units in Year 11 and
a pair of units in Year 12 is required.
Students who successfully complete the Year Ten English course will undertake English ATAR.
Students whose achievement in Year Ten was marginal are advised to study English General.
Students who successfully complete the Year Ten English Focus course are advised to study
English General in Year 11.
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English (ATAR)
Year 11 English ATAR – Unit 1 and 2
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ Grade in Year 10 English Mainstream. Category 3 OLNA is highly
recommended.
In Unit 1 students explore how meaning is communicated through the relationships between
language, text, purpose, context and audience. Students develop their language skills by
exploring issues of concern or controversy, past or present, and by examining how language is
used in relation to these topics: how language can be used to influence attitudes and bring
about action or change, and how such uses of language can be challenged and/or resisted.
They consider the relationship between language and power; representations of power through
language; how particular uses of language can be empowering or disempowering and how
they can empower themselves through language. Students study literary texts, mass media texts
and popular culture texts.
In Unit 2 students analyse the representation of ideas, attitudes and voices in texts to consider
how texts represent the world and human experience. Students examine the relationship
between language and the world by exploring how language offers particular ideas and
information about topics, events or people. They listen, view and read critically, identifying and
critiquing particular uses of language and representations within the texts, substantiating their
views in written, visual and oral form. They shape language to produce texts that offer particular
ideas and information about topics, events or people. Students study literary, mass media and
popular culture texts.
Year 12 English ATAR – Unit 3 and 4
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 English ATAR OR ‘C’ in Year 11 Literature ATAR.
In Unit 3 students explore representations of themes, issues, ideas and concepts through a
comparison of texts. Students will study how identities are expressed, constructed, represented
and critiqued through language. They learn to critically interpret the relationship between
particular uses of language and texts on the one hand and conceptions of identity on the other.
They develop oral, visual and written language skills by learning to produce texts in a range of
genres which explore, produce, challenge and/or subvert conceptions of identity. Students study
literary, mass media and popular culture texts.
In Unit 4 students examine different interpretations and perspectives to develop further their
knowledge and analysis of purpose and style. Students explore the way language is used in
relation to ideas and how this varies among particular fields, genres, and discourses. They study
the way in which ideas are expressed, constructed and critiqued through language. They
analyse the assumptions underlying language use and how knowledge is presented in selected
fields, genres and discourses, and the attitudes, values and ideologies associated with these
assumptions. Students demonstrate their understandings and language skills by learning to
analyse language use and produce selected ideas in a range of language forms used in
particular fields, genres and/or discourses, and how language is used in relation to ideas and the
assumptions that underlie language use. Students study literary, mass media and popular culture
texts.
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English (General)
Year 11 English General – Unit 1 and 2
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade in Year 10 English Focus. Category 2 OLNA.
Unit 1 focuses on students comprehending and responding to the ideas and information
presented in texts.
Unit 2 focuses on interpreting ideas and arguments in a range of texts and contexts. Students
learn to use language to present their experiences, ideas, opinions and responses more
effectively, exploring how language can be used differently in different situations. They develop
the ability to express responses to texts by exploring how language is used to convey personal
information, opinions and experiences. They develop the skills and knowledge needed to expand
the range of texts and types of language used for communication and in mass media texts.
Students study workplace documents, mass media texts and popular culture texts.
Year 12 English General – Unit 3 and 4
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade Year 11 English General.
Unit 3 focuses on exploring different perspectives presented in a range of texts and contexts.
Unit 4 focuses on community, local or global issues and ideas presented in texts and on
developing students’ reasoned responses to them. Students explore and develop language skills
to assist their participation in work and society, such as finding, accessing, using and evaluating
information. They also develop skills needed for more general social and cultural participation
such as comprehending, interpreting and evaluating mass media, popular culture and literature
texts, identifying ideas, attitudes and opinions in such texts and discussing their responses and
those of other people. Students study more complex workplace documents as well as mass
media texts, popular culture texts and less complex literary texts.
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English Foundations
Year 11 English Foundations – Unit 1 and 2
PLEASE NOTE:

This Course will only be offered on a strictly needs basis and may not be
offered to students in 2019. Students who do not achieve Band 8 in literacy in
Year 9 NAPLAN or Category 2 in Year 10 OLNA may be required to study this
subject.

Course Description
The focus for Unit 1 and 2 is skill building. Students develop their language in the context of their
future needs, aspirations and areas of interest. They further develop reading, oral, viewing and
writing skills to meet their specific needs and achieve their goals. They will work with a variety of
everyday and work-based texts that they will be expected to use once they leave school.
Year 12 English Foundations – Unit 3 and 4
Course Description
The focus for Unit 3 and 4 is strengthening skills. Students continue to develop language skills
and concepts in the context of post-school destinations and interests. They will continue to work
with a variety of everyday and work-based texts and accessible literary texts.
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Literature (ATAR)
Year 11 Literature ATAR – Unit 1 and 2
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ in Year 10 English Extension OR High ‘B’ in Year 10 English.
Course Description
In Literature students learn to appreciate the many perspectives on life, which are powerfully
imagined and memorable. This course encourages students to relate their experience of
literature to their experience of life generally and to learn that ways of reading texts and their
readings of texts and enrich their understanding of identity, culture and society. Opportunities to
read, enjoy and respond to literary texts, to which the genres of poetry, prose and drama are
central, are also provided.
The programme is designed to stimulate intellectual curiosity and to promote creative, logical
and analytical thinking. Students are encouraged to be literate and articulate; to be competent
in the expression of ideas and feelings; and to engage initially with texts. Responses to texts during
the course could be personal, reflective, discursive, creative and analytical.
The reading, critical thinking and production skills encouraged by this course will be useful in
students’ other studies, in their further studies, in their chosen careers and in their lives generally.
Year 12 Literature ATAR – Unit 3 and 4
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade or better in Year 11 Literature ATAR. Category 3 OLNA.
Course Description
Across Unit 3 and 4, it is expected that students develop a more sophisticated understanding of
the elements of literature.
Students are able to explore the different ways in which literary texts relate to the historical
conditions, value systems and cultural life of particular societies. Students are given the
opportunity to: consider how literary texts might challenge the ideology of some groups within
society while supporting the views of others; explore how language works in more complex literary
texts and how readers are positioned; analyse how the context of readers will influence the way
they understand and perhaps challenge the ideas offered in a text, and engage with and
develop the notion of multiple readings.
In this programme students are asked to produce competent analytical, discursive and reflective
responses and to discuss other readings of texts as presented in critical reviews. Over the year
students must study literary texts from poetry, prose and drama.
Careers/Further Study
Literature is recommended for any career that requires highly developed communication skills.
These careers include Law, Journalism, Drama, English and Education.
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Health & Physical Education
Head of Learning

Luke Skerratt

Contact Details:

9246 8234
skerratt@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10
Physical Education
Studies

Year 11
Physical Education
Studies ATAR
Physical Education
Studies General

Outdoor Education

Outdoor Education
ATAR
Outdoor Education
General

Year 12
Units
1 and
2
Units
1 and
2
Units
1 and
2
Units
1 and
2

Physical Education
Studies ATAR

Units
3 and 4

Physical Education
Studies General

Units
3 and 4

Outdoor Education ATAR

Units
3 and 4

Outdoor Education
General

The shaded area indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.
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Units
3 and 4

Physical Education Studies (ATAR)
Year 11 and 12 Physical Education Studies (ATAR)
Course Overview
Study of the Physical Education Studies ATAR course contributes to the development of the whole
person. It promotes the physical, social and emotional growth of students. Throughout the course,
emphasis is placed on understanding and improving performance in physical activities. The
integration of theory and practice is central to studies in this course. The Physical Education
Studies ATAR course focuses on the complex interrelationships between motor learning and
psychological, biomechanical and physiological factors that influence individual and team
performance. Students engage as performers, leaders, coaches, analysts and planners of
physical activity. Physical activity serves both as a source of content and data and as a medium
for learning. Learning in the Physical Education Studies ATAR course cannot be separated from
active participation in physical activities, and involves students in closely integrated written, oral
and physical learning experiences, based upon the study of selected physical activities.
The course appeals to students with varying backgrounds, physical activity knowledge and
dispositions. Students analyse the performance of themselves and others, apply theoretical
principles and plan programs to enhance performance. Physical activity and sport are used to
develop skills and performance along with an understanding of physiological, anatomical,
psychological, biomechanical and skill learning applications.
The course provides students with an increasingly diverse range of employment opportunities in
the sport, leisure and recreation industries, education, sport development, youth work, and health
and medical fields linked to physical activity and sport. The course also equips students to take
on volunteer and leadership roles in community activities.
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Physical Education Studies (ATAR)
Year 11 Physical Education Studies (ATAR)
Prerequisite:
High 'C' Grade in Year 10 Physical Education Studies
Cost:
$170 per student
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1
The focus of this unit is to explore anatomical and biomechanical concepts, the body’s
responses to physical activity, and stress management processes, to improve the performance
of themselves and others in physical activity.
Unit 2
The focus of this unit is to identify the relationship between skill, strategy and the body in order
to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of performance
Year 12 Physical Education Studies (ATAR)
Prerequisite:
High ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Physical Education Studies (ATAR).
Cost:
$220 per student
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair. The notional time for
the pair of units is 110 class contact hours.
Unit 3
The focus of this unit is to provide opportunities for students to build upon their acquired physical
skills and biomechanical, physiological and psychological understandings to improve the
performance of themselves and others in physical activity.
Unit 4
The focus of this unit is to extend the understanding by students of complex biomechanical,
psychological and physiological concepts to evaluate their own and others’ performance.
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Physical Education Studies (General)
Year 11 and 12 Physical Education Studies (General)
Course Overview
The Physical Education Studies General course contributes to the development of the whole
person. It promotes the physical, social and emotional growth of students. Throughout the course,
emphasis is placed on understanding and improving performance in physical activities. The
integration of theory and practice is central to studies in this course.
The Physical Education Studies General course focuses on the complex interrelationships
between motor learning and psychological, biomechanical and physiological factors that
influence individual and team performance. Students engage as performers, leaders, coaches,
analysts and planners of physical activity. Physical activity serves both as a source of content and
data and as a medium for learning. Learning in the Physical Education Studies General course
cannot be separated from active participation in physical activities and involves students in
closely integrated written, oral and physical learning experiences based upon the study of
selected physical activities.
The course appeals to students with varying backgrounds, physical activity knowledge and
dispositions. Students analyse the performance of themselves and others, apply theoretical
principles and plan programs to enhance performance. Physical activity and sport are used to
develop skills and performance, along with an understanding of physiological, anatomical,
psychological, biomechanical and skill learning applications.
The course prepares students for a variety of post-school pathways, including immediate
employment or tertiary studies. It provides students with an increasingly diverse range of
employment opportunities in the sport, leisure and recreation industries, education, sports
development, youth work and health and medical fields linked to physical activity and sport. The
course also equips students to take on volunteer and leadership roles in community activities.
Year 11 Physical Education Studies (General)
Prerequisite:
Nil
Cost:
$130 per student
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair. The notional time for each unit is 55 class contact hours.
Unit 1
The focus of this unit is the development of students’ knowledge, understanding and
application of anatomical, physiological and practical factors associated with performing in
physical activities.
Unit 2
The focus of this unit is the impact of physical activity on the body’s anatomical and
physiological systems. Students are introduced to these concepts which support them to
improve their performance as team members and/or individuals.
Year 12 Physical Education Studies (General)
Prerequisite:
Nil
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Cost:

$130 per student

Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair. The notional time for
the pair of units is 110 class contact hours.
Unit 3
The focus of this unit is simple movement, biomechanical, physiological, psychological, functional
anatomy and motor learning concepts. The understanding of the relationship between skill,
movement production and fitness will be further enhanced as students develop and improve.
Unit 4
The focus of this unit is for students to assess their own and others’ movement competency and
identify areas for improvement. They will build on their knowledge of training principles, nutrition
and goal setting concepts to enhance their own and others’ performance in physical activity
when coaching others.
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Outdoor Education (ATAR)
Year 11 and 12 Outdoor Education
Course Overview
Through interaction with the natural world, the Outdoor Education ATAR course aims to develop
an understanding of our relationships with the environment, others and ourselves. The course is
based on the experiential learning cycle of plan, do, review. Students plan for outdoor
experiences, participate in these experiences and reflect on their involvement. Working with
others enables students to better understand group dynamics, and enhance their leadership
qualities and decision-making abilities, while showing respect for self, others and the
environment.
Year 11 Outdoor Education (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade in Year 10 Outdoor Education
Cost:
$380.00 per student
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, typically delivered
concurrently throughout the year.
Unit 1: The focus of this unit is being responsible in the outdoors. Students are exposed to a
broad range of responsibilities involved in undertaking outdoor expeditions. They further
develop problem solving, outdoor leadership skills and strategies for working in effective group
relationships. They are also able to conduct risk management and emergency response
processes. Students develop weather forecasting skills and investigate the role of technology in
human relationships with nature. Practical activities include rock climbing, abseiling, caving
and an expedition in the Margaret River region.
Unit 2: The focus for this unit is attaining independence in the outdoors. Students develop their
performance and competence at increasing levels of self-sufficiency and technical
understanding to deal with a range of risks and challenges. They are involved in planning for
participation in an extended expedition on a river, and become more proficient in canoeing
and leadership skills. They deliver briefings, participate in debriefing, and experience shared
leadership opportunities. Students become more aware of the natural environment and are
introduced to sustainability and local environmental management strategies, as well as
historical, cultural and Indigenous heritage. Activities include white-water canoeing and an
extended expedition along the Blackwood River.
Year 12 Outdoor Education (ATAR)
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ Grade (approximately 60%) or better in Year 11 Outdoor Education - ATAR
Cost:
$350.00 per student
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered concurrently throughout the
year.
Unit 3: The focus for this unit is outdoor expedition development. This provides the opportunity for
students to address planning considerations, including risk management, emergency response
and logistics. Students have the opportunity to plan and then participate in a self-led extended
expedition. They develop and apply theoretical understandings in experiential learning and
debriefing, while recognising and drawing on their knowledge of conflict resolution. They
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develop a deeper understanding of the environment through examination and involvement in
environmental interpretation. Includes a class designed and led expedition in Walpole area.
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Unit 4: The focus for this unit is developing and facilitating outdoor experiences. Students draw
from their previous experiences and knowledge to develop, instruct and facilitate an outdoor
experience for others. Students use instructional strategies to deliver an outdoor activity for a
group of Year eight and assist them to develop a positive relationship with nature. They
understand concepts related to outdoor leadership and program development in order to
provide meaningful outdoor experiences. They also examine how human relationships with the
environment have changed over time. Includes a class designed overnight camp for Year 8
students at Lake Leschenaultia. This camp is facilitated entirely by Year 12 students.
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Outdoor Education (General)
Year 11 Outdoor Education (General)
Prerequisite: Nil
Cost:
$380.00 per student.
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, typically delivered
concurrently throughout the year.
Unit 1 – Experiencing the outdoors
Students are encouraged to engage in some challenging outdoor adventure activities. An
experiential approach is used to discover what being active in the environment is all about.
Students are introduced to activities where they can develop and improve technical skills and
apply appropriate practices to ensure safe participation. They learn about basic planning and
organisational requirements necessary for them to participate in safe, short duration
excursions/expeditions in selected outdoor activities. Students are introduced to leadership,
interpersonal skills while exploring strategies for building group relationships. They begin
developing skills in mountain biking and navigation for use during an expedition along the
Munda Biddi trail.
Unit 2 – Facing challenges in the outdoors
This unit offers the opportunity to engage in a range of outdoor activities that pose challenges
and encourage students to step outside their comfort zone. Students consider planning and
resource requirements related to excursions and extended expeditions. They are introduced to
simple risk management models to assist with decision making and applying safe practices to
cope with challenging situations and environments. They understand the main styles and
responsibilities of leadership, including briefing and debriefing. Leave No Trace principles are
introduced, as well as relevant topics on conservation, biodiversity and environmental
management. Practical activities include rock climbing, abseiling and caving, and the
application of these skills during an extended expedition in the Margaret River region.
Year 12 Outdoor Education (General)
Prerequisite: Nil
Cost:
$300.00 per student
Course Description:
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units delivered concurrently throughout the year.
Unit 3 – Building confidence in the outdoors
Students understand the planning requirements necessary for them to participate in safe
excursions and short-duration expeditions. Students participate in outdoor adventure activities
where they develop and improve their technical skills, apply appropriate risk management
practices to ensure safe participation, and begin to develop survival skills. Weather
components, patterns and forecasting are introduced. Students also develop a greater
understanding of outdoor equipment use and considerations for selection.Activities includes an
extended hiking expedition on Cape to Cape track with an opportunity for some rock-climbing
and an environmental project.
Unit 4 – Outdoor leadership
Students consider planning and organisational requirements necessary for them to participate
and facilitate a safe but challenging expedition. Students develop and improve their technical
roping skills, and apply appropriate practices to ensure safe participation. They continue to
develop navigational skills and strategies for responding to an emergency in the outdoors.
Students lead briefing and debriefing sessions and appraise their own and others’ leadership
skills. Students continue to forecast weather and apply strategies to minimise human impact on
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natural environments. They explore sustainability projects and understand human responsibility
for the environment. Activities include an introduction to white-water kayaking, river rescue
principles and a river expedition from a base camp.

Languages
Head of Learning Area (Languages): Jenny Biffin
Contact Details: 9246 8228
biffin@sacredheart.wa.edu.au
Year 10
French
Japanese

Year 11
French: Second
Language
ATAR
Japanese: Second
Language
ATAR

Year 12
Units
1 and
2
Units
1 and
2

French: Second
Language
ATAR
Japanese: Second
Language
ATAR

Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

The shaded area indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.
A Language bonus of 10% of a Language scaled score is added to the aggregate of the best
four scaled scores. If more than one Language has been sat, only one (the best) Language
scaled score can be used as the Language bonus. You receive the Language bonus
irrespective of whether your Language course scaled score was counted as one of the best
four.
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French: Second Language (ATAR)
Year 11 French Second Language (ATAR) Units 1 & 2
Pre-requisite: High ‘C’ Grade in Year 10 French
Eligibility: In order for students to be eligible to undertake a Second language course in Year
11, they must meet the criteria specified by The Board of School Curriculum and Standards
Authority. Students interested in this course should speak with the Head of Learning Area.
WACE Second language courses are aimed at Year 11 students for whom the language is a
second (or subsequent) language. These students have not been exposed to or interacted in
the language outside the language classroom. They have typically learned everything they
know about the language and its culture through classroom teaching in an Australian school or
similar environment, where English is the language of school instruction. Students have typically
studied the language for 200 – 400 hours at the commencement of Year 11. These students may
have experienced some short stays or exchanges (less than two years in total) in a country
where the language is a medium of communication.
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
This Course aims to further develop students’ ability to communicate in French, both orally and in
writing. It also aims to broaden their knowledge and appreciation of French culture. The Course
integrates linguistic and cultural components by focusing on Lifestyle and Travel through the
themes of The Individual, The French-speaking Communities and The Changing World. The topics
covered will be My daily routine, French sports and leisure, Leading a healthy lifestyle, My travel
plans and tales, Australia as a travel destination and Travel in a modern world. In this Course
students typically engage in a range of activities and are exposed to a variety of authentic
models of spoken and written French in order to develop greater confidence and fluency in using
the language in different contexts.
Year 12 French Second Language (ATAR) Units 3 & 4
Prerequisite: Mid ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 French Second Language (ATAR)
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair. This Course aims to
promote further students' communicative skills in both spoken and written French. It also aims to
extend their understanding of the cultures and ways of life in countries where French is spoken,
as well as in those communities within Australia where French is used. In this subject students
typically engage in a range of activities and are exposed to a variety of authentic models of
spoken and written French in order to develop greater confidence and fluency in using the
language in different contexts. The Course integrates linguistic and cultural components by
focusing on The Media and The World Around Us through the themes of The Individual, The
French-speaking Communities and The Changing World
Careers/Further Study
Further courses in French are offered at UWA and Edith Cowan University. They are also offered
at TAFE Colleges. With world travel increasing, it is to one’s advantage to master another
language. Students thinking of a teaching career will find teaching at primary level more
interesting if they can offer their class a foreign language. At high school level, one can teach a
language in combination with another subject. Students considering a political career with the
Diplomatic Service, Immigration or a job involving legal studies, travel, tourism or hospitality, would
be wise to continue French into Years 11 and 12. French is a widely spoken international
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language. Employers are attracted to applicants who have a foreign language as an extra skill
to offer their company.
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Japanese: Second Language (ATAR)
Year 11 Japanese Second Language (ATAR) Units 1 & 2
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ Grade in Year 10 Japanese
Eligibility: In order for students to be eligible to undertake a Second language course in Year
11, they must meet the criteria specified by The Board of School Curriculum and Standards
Authority. Students interested in this course should speak with the Head of Learning Area.
WACE Second language courses are aimed at Year 11 students for whom the language is a
second (or subsequent) language. These students have not been exposed to or interacted in
the language outside the language classroom. They have typically learned everything they
know about the language and its culture through classroom teaching in an Australian school or
similar environment, where English is the language of school instruction. Students have typically
studied the language for 200 – 400 hours at the commencement of Year 11. These students may
have experienced some short stays or exchanges (less than two years in total) in a country
where the language is a medium of communication.
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
This Course aims to further develop students’ ability to communicate in Japanese, both orally and
in writing. It expands their ability to read and write some frequently used Japanese characters,
and also aims to broaden their knowledge and appreciation of Japan and Japanese culture
and history.
The Course integrates linguistic and cultural components by focusing on Daily Life and Welcome
to my country through the themes of The Individual, The Japanese-speaking Communities and
The Changing World. The topics covered will be My life, Home life, Daily life, Welcoming a guest,
Seasonal activities and Healthy lifestyles.
Students typically engage in a range of activities, for example an exchange trip to Japan, and
are exposed to a variety of simple authentic modes of spoken and written Japanese in order to
develop greater confidence and fluency in using the language in different contexts.
Year 12 Japanese: Second Language (ATAR) Units 3 & 4
Prerequisite: Mid ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Japanese Second Language (ATAR)
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
This course aims to further develop students’ ability to communicate in Japanese, both orally and
in writing. It expands their ability to read and write some frequently used Japanese characters,
and also aims to broaden their knowledge and appreciation of Japan and Japanese culture
and history.
The Course integrates linguistic and cultural components by focusing on Young Travellers, and
Reflections and Horizons through the themes of The Individual, The Japanese-speaking
Communities and The Changing World. The topics covered will be Travel, Part-time jobs and
money, This year and beyond, Youth events and pathways, and Future plans. Students typically
engage in a range of activities and are exposed to a variety of simple authentic modes of spoken
and written Japanese in order to develop greater confidence and fluency in using the language
in different contexts.
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Careers/Further Study
Japanese: Second Language is offered at UWA, Curtin, Murdoch and Edith Cowan Universities.
It is also offered at TAFE Colleges. With world travel increasing, it is to one's advantage to master
another language. Students thinking of a teaching career will find teaching at primary level more
interesting if they can offer their class a foreign language. Those considering a political career
with the Diplomatic Service, Immigration, or a job involving travel, tourism or hospitality would be
wise to continue Japanese into Years 11 and 12. Japanese is important in the regional and global
economy. Employers are attracted to applicants who have a foreign language as an extra skill
to offer their company.
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Mathematics
Head of Learning Area: Ivan Resta
Contact Details:

9246 8272
resta@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10
Mathematics
Extension
Mathematics
Extension or
Advanced
Mathematics
Advanced or
Mainstream
Mathematics
Mathematics
Focus
Mathematics
Functional
For Selected
Students (on a
needs basis)

Year 11

Year 12

Mathematics Specialist
ATAR
Mathematics Methods
ATAR

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Mathematics Specialist
ATAR
Mathematics Methods
ATAR

Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Mathematics
Applications ATAR

Units
1 and 2

Mathematics
Applications ATAR

Units
3 and 4

Mathematics Essentials
General
Mathematics Essentials
General
Mathematics
Foundations

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Mathematics Essentials
General
Mathematics Essentials
General
Mathematics
Foundations

Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

The shaded area in the table above indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.

Mathematics Course Combinations
Mathematics Specialist and Methods TEA Bonus
What is the bonus?
Ten percent of the final scaled score/s in Mathematics Methods and Mathematics Specialist will
be added to the Tertiary Entrance Aggregate, from which the Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank (ATAR) is derived. If you take Mathematics Methods and Mathematics Specialist, you will
get the bonus from each of them. Even if one or both of the mathematics courses isn’t one of
your best four scaled scores, the bonus will still be added to the aggregate. .The bonus does
not apply to Mathematics Applications.
For 2021 university admission (2020 school leavers), unacceptable combination rules will apply
to Mathematics ATAR courses:
● Mathematics Applications ATAR and Mathematics Methods ATAR will become an
unacceptable combination.
● Mathematics Applications ATAR and Mathematics Specialist ATAR will also become an
unacceptable combination.
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●

Only one scaled score from the unacceptable combination can be used in the
calculation of the ATAR.
● Scores from Mathematics Methods ATAR and Mathematics Specialist ATAR may both be
used in the calculation of the ATAR.
OVERVIEW OF MATHEMATICS COURSES
The following Courses will be offered to Year 11 students in 2021 and continue into Year 12 in 2022:
Mathematics Specialist
The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course has been designed to be taken in conjunction with the
Mathematics Methods ATAR course. Mathematics Specialist is an ATAR course which provides
opportunities, beyond those presented in the Mathematics Methods ATAR course, to develop
rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models more
extensively. The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course contains topics in functions and calculus
that build on and deepen the ideas presented in the Mathematics Methods ATAR course, as
well as demonstrate their application in many areas. This course also extends understanding
and knowledge of statistics and introduces the topics of vectors, complex numbers and
matrices. The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course is designed for students with a strong interest
in mathematics, including those intending to study mathematics, statistics, all sciences and
associated fields, economics or engineering at university. Students of the Mathematics
Specialist ATAR course will be able to appreciate the true nature of mathematics, its beauty
and its functionality.
●

TEA Bonus Points apply: Ten percent of the final scaled score/s in Mathematics
Mathematics Specialist ATAR will be added to the TEA, from which the ATAR is derived.

●

The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course is the only ATAR mathematics course that should
not be taken as a stand-alone course. It must be taken with the Methods course

Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Methods is an ATAR course, which focuses on the use of calculus and statistical
analysis. The study of calculus provides a basis for understanding rates of change in the physical
world, and includes the use of functions, their derivatives and integrals, in modelling physical
processes. The study of statistics develops students’ ability to describe and analyse phenomena
that involve uncertainty and variation. This course provides a foundation for further studies in
disciplines in which mathematics and statistics have important roles. It is also advantageous for
further studies in the health and social sciences. This course is designed for students whose
future pathways may involve mathematics and statistics and their applications in a range of
disciplines at the tertiary level.
●

TEA Bonus Points Apply: Ten percent of the final scaled score/s in Mathematics
Mathematics Methods ATAR will be added to the TEA, from which the ATAR is derived.

Mathematics Applications
Mathematics Applications is an ATAR course, which focuses on the use of mathematics to solve
problems in contexts that involve financial modelling, geometric and trigonometric analysis,
graphical and network analysis, and growth and decay in sequences. It also provides
opportunities for students to develop systematic strategies based on the statistical investigation
process. The Mathematics Applications ATAR course is designed for students who want to
extend their mathematical skills beyond Year 10 level but whose future studies or employment
pathways do not require knowledge of calculus. The course is designed for students who have
a wide range of educational and employment aspirations, including continuing their studies at
university or TAFE.
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Mathematics Essentials
Mathematics Essential is a General course, which focuses on using mathematics effectively,
efficiently and critically to make informed decisions. It provides students with the mathematical
knowledge, skills and understanding to solve problems in real contexts for a range of workplace,
personal, further learning and community settings. This course provides the opportunity for
students to prepare for post-school options of employment and further training.
Mathematics Essentials is aimed at students who have opted for a different pathway of learning
but who have shown an interest in the subject. This subject is still quite challenging and requires
a good level of mathematical skills that will be further developed and applied during the length
of the course.
Mathematics Foundations
This Course will only be offered on a strictly needs basis and may not be offered in 2021.
Mathematics Foundation is a General course designed for students who have not demonstrated
the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) standard of numeracy. These standards
are based on Level 3 of the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF), which outlines the skills
required for individuals to meet the demands of everyday life and work in a knowledge-based
economy.
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Mathematics Specialist (ATAR)
Year 11 Mathematics Specialist (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade in Year 10 Mathematics Extension
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair. In order to study this syllabus, it is desirable that students complete topics from
10A.
Organisation of content
Unit 1 - topics
1.1 Combinatorics
1.2 Vectors in the plane
1.3 Geometry
Unit 2 - topics
2.1 Trigonometry
2.2 Matrices
2.3 Real and complex numbers
Year 12 Mathematics Specialist (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Mathematics Specialist ATAR
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair. In this course there is
a progression of content, applications, level of sophistication and abstraction. For example,
vectors in the plane are introduced in Year 11 Unit 1 and then in Year 12 Unit 3, they are studied
for three-dimensional space. In Unit 3, the topic ‘Vectors in three dimensions’ leads to the
establishment of the equations of lines and planes, and this in turn, prepares students for solving
simultaneous equations in three variables.
Organisation of content
Unit 3 - topics
This unit contains the three topics:
3.1
Complex numbers
3.2
Functions and sketching graphs
3.3
Vectors in three dimensions
Unit 4 - topics
This unit contains the three topics:
4.1
Integration and applications of integration
4.2
Rates of change and differential equations
4.3
Statistical inference

55

Mathematics Methods (ATAR)
Year 11 Mathematics Methods (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade in Mathematics Advanced OR completion of a higher course
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which is typically
delivered as a pair. In order to study this course, it is desirable that students complete topics from
10A.
Organisation of content
Unit 1 - topics
1.1 Functions and graphs
1.2 Trigonometric functions
1.3 Counting and probability.
Unit 2 - topics

2.1 Exponential functions
2.2
2.3

Arithmetic and geometric sequences and series
Introduction to differential calculus.

Year 12 Mathematics Methods (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘High C’ Grade in Year 11 Mathematics Methods ATAR
Course Description:
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
Organisation of content
Unit 3 - topics
Contains the three topics:
3.1 Further differentiation and applications
3.2 Integrals
3.3 Discrete random variables.
Unit 4 - topics
Contains the three topics:
4.1 The logarithmic function
4.2 Continuous random variables and the normal distribution
4.3 Interval estimates for proportions.
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Mathematics Applications (ATAR)
Year 11 Mathematics Applications (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘High C' Grade in Year 10 Mathematics Mainstream
Course Description:
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which is typically
delivered as a pair.
Organisation of content
Unit 1 - topics
1.1 Consumer arithmetic
1.2 Algebra and matrices
1.3 Shape and measurement.
Unit 2 - topics
2.1 Univariate data analysis and the statistical investigation process
2.2 Applications of trigonometry
2.3 Linear equations and their graphs.
Year 12 Mathematics Applications (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘High C’ Grade in Year 11 Mathematics Applications ATAR
Course Description:
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
Organisation of content
Unit 3 - topics
3.1 Bivariate data analysis
3.2 Growth and decay in sequences
3.3 Graphs and networks
Unit 4 - topics
4.1 Time series analysis
4.2 Loans, investments and annuities
4.3 Networks and decision mathematics.

57

Mathematics Essentials (General)
Year 11 Mathematics Essentials (General)
Prerequisite: Nil
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair. Course requires students to complete a number of practical assessments and
apply knowledge to real life scenarios and investigations.
Organisation of content
Unit 1 - topics
1.1 Basic calculations, percentages and rates
1.2 Using formulas for practical purposes
1.3 Measurement
1.4 Graphs
Unit 2 - topics
2.1 Representing and comparing data
2.2 Percentages
2.3 Rates and ratios
2.4 Time and motion
Year 12 Mathematics Essentials (General)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Mathematics Essentials General
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
Organisation of content
Unit 3 - topics
3.1 Measurement
3.2 Scales, plans and models
3.3 Graphs in practical situations
3.4 Data collection
Unit 4 - topics
4.1 This unit includes the following three topics:
4.2 Probability and relative frequencies
4.3 Earth geometry and time zones
4.4 Loans and compound interest
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Mathematics Foundations (General)
PLEASE NOTE:

This Course will only be offered on a strictly needs basis and may not be offered
in 2021 Students who do not achieve Band 8 in numeracy in Year 9
NAPLAN/Year 10 OLNA may be required to study this subject.

Year 11 Mathematics Foundations (General)
Prerequisite: This Course will operate on a needs only basis. It is intended for students who need
support to demonstrate the minimum numeracy standard required for a WACE. This will be
determined on an individual case analysis.
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which is typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1 - topics
This unit provides students with the mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills to solve
problems relating to addition and subtraction, length, mass, capacity and time. It involves the
extraction of information from, and the interpretation of, various simple forms of data
representation used in everyday contexts.
Unit 2 - topics
This unit provides students with the mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills relating to
fractions and decimals to solve problems relating to multiplication and division, perimeter, area
and volume and qualitative probability from everyday contexts.
Year 12 Mathematics Foundations (General)
Prerequisite: Determined on individual case analysis
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, which are delivered as a pair.
Unit 3 - topics
Percentages and the link to fractions and decimals and the solving of problems relating to the
four operations using whole numbers, fractions and decimals. Location, time and temperature,
and shape and its relationship to design, are also covered in this unit.
Unit 4 - topics
Rates and ratios, and the connection between statistics and probability. The collection of
mathematical concepts and thinking processes encountered in this and previous units
culminates in the solving of comprehensive real life problems encountered in personal,
workplace and community contexts.
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Science
Head of Learning Area: Michelle Moreton
Contact Details:

9246 8252
moreton@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10

Year 11

Physical Sciences

Physics ATAR

Chemical Sciences

Chemistry ATAR

Biological Sciences

Biology ATAR
Human Biology ATAR
Psychology ATAR

General Science
Marine Science

Marine and Maritime
Studies ATAR
Human Biology
General
Marine and Maritime
Studies General

Year 12
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Unit
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Physics ATAR
Chemistry ATAR
Biology ATAR
Human Biology ATAR
Psychology ATAR
Marine and Maritime
Studies ATAR (2020)
Human Biology
General
Marine and Maritime
Studies General

The shaded area in the table above indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.
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Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Physics (ATAR)
Year 11 Physics (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade (65%) in Year 10 Physical Sciences
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1 - “Thermal, nuclear and electrical physics”
Students investigate energy production by considering heating processes, radioactivity and
nuclear reactions, and investigate energy transfer and transformation in electrical circuits.
Unit 2 – “Linear motion and waves”
Students describe, explain and predict linear motion, and investigate the application of wave
models to sound phenomena.
Year 12 Physics (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘High ‘C’ Grade (60%) in Year 11 Physics ATAR
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 3 – “Gravity and electromagnetism”
Students investigate models of motion in gravitational, electric and magnetic fields to explain
how forces act at a distance.
.
Unit 4 – “Revolutions in modern physics”
Students use the theory of electromagnetism to explain the production and propagation of
electromagnetic waves and investigate how shortcomings in existing theories led to the
development of the quantum theory of light and matter, the Special Theory of Relativity, and the
Standard Model of particle physics.
Careers/Further Study
Engineering, Physical Sciences, Manager.
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Chemistry (ATAR)
Year 11 Chemistry (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade (65%) in Year 10 Chemical Sciences
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1 – “Chemical fundamentals: structure, properties and reactions”
In this unit, students use models of atomic structure and bonding to explain the macroscopic
properties of materials. Students develop their understanding of the energy changes associated
with chemical reactions and the use of chemical equations to calculate the masses of
substances involved in chemical reactions.
Unit 2 – “Molecular interactions and reactions”
In this unit, students continue to develop their understanding of bonding models and the
relationship between structure, properties and reactions, including consideration of the factors
that affect the rate of chemical reactions. Students investigate the unique properties of water
and the properties of acids and bases, and use chemical equations to calculate the
concentrations and volumes of solutions involved in chemical reactions.

Year 12 Chemistry (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘High ‘C’ Grade (60%) in Year 11 Chemistry ATAR
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 3 – “Equilibrium, acids and bases, and redox reactions”.In this unit, students investigate the
concept of reversibility of reactions and the dynamic nature of equilibrium in chemical systems;
contemporary models of acid-base behaviour that explain their properties and uses; and the
principles of oxidation and reduction reactions including the generation of electricity from
electrochemical cells.
Unit 4 – “Organic chemistry and chemical synthesis”
In this unit, students develop their understanding of the relationship between the structure,
properties and chemical reactions of different organic functional groups. Students also
investigate the process of chemical synthesis to form useful substances and products and the
need to consider a range of factors in the design of these processes.
Careers/Further Study
Pharmacy, Zoology, Biology, Medicine, Engineering, General Science courses.
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Biology (ATAR)
Year 11 Biology (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade (65%) in Year 10 Biological Sciences
Cost: $130 for compulsory Biology Camp.
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1 – “Ecosystems and biodiversity”
In this unit, students analyse abiotic and biotic ecosystem components and their interactions,
using classification systems for data collection, comparison and evaluation.
Unit 2 – “From single cells to multicellular organisms”
In this unit, students investigate the interdependent components of the cell system and the
multiple interacting systems in multicellular organisms.

Year 12 Biology (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘High C’ Grade (60%) in Year 11 Biology. Science ATAR
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 3 – “Continuity of the species”
In this unit, students investigate mechanisms of heredity and the ways in which inheritance
patterns can be explained, modelled and predicted; they connect these patterns to population
dynamics and apply the theory of evolution by natural selection in order to examine changes in
populations.
Unit 4 – “Surviving in a changing landscape”.
In this unit, students investigate system change and continuity in response to changing external
conditions and pathogens; they investigate homeostasis and the transmission and impact of
infectious disease; and they consider the factors that encourage or reduce the spread of
infectious disease at the population level.
Careers/Further Study
Environmental Science, Vet Science, Biological Science.
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Human Biology (ATAR)
Year 11 Human Biology (ATAR)
Prerequisite:
'B'
Grade
Cost: $45 Harry Perkins Institute fee

(65%)

in

Year

10

Biological

Sciences

Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1 – “The functioning human body”
In this unit, students analyse how the structure and function of body systems, and the
interrelationships between systems, support metabolism and body functioning.
Unit 2 – “Reproduction and inheritance”In this unit, students study the reproductive systems of
males and females, the mechanisms of transmission of genetic material from generation to
generation, and the effects of the environment on gene expression.
Year 12 Human Biology (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘High C’ Grade (60%) in Year 11 Human Biology ATAR
Cost:
$14 Perth Zoo fee.
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 3 – “Homeostasis and disease”
This unit explores the nervous and endocrine systems and the mechanisms that help maintain the
systems of the body to function within normal range, and the body’s immune responses to
invading pathogens.
Unit 4 – “Human variation and evolution”
This unit explores the variations in humans in their changing environment and evolutionary trends
in hominids.
Careers/Further Study
Medicine, Vet Science, Biology, Nursing, Sports Science, Physical Education.
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Human Biology (General)
Year 11 Human Biology (General)
Prerequisite: Nil.
Course Description
The Year 11 general syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are
typically delivered as a pair.
Unit 1 – “Healthy body”
This unit explores how the systems of the human body are interrelated to help sustain functioning
to maintain a healthy body.
Cells are the basic structural and functional units of the human body. Materials are exchanged
in a variety of ways within and between the internal and external environment to supply inputs
and remove outputs for life processes. The respiratory, circulatory, digestive and urinary systems
control the exchange and transport around the body of materials required for efficient
functioning.
The lifestyle choices we make can have consequences for the optimal functioning of these
systems. Humans can intervene to treat dysfunction and influence the quality of life of the
individual.
Students investigate the body systems through real or virtual dissections and practical
examination of cells, organs and systems. They research contemporary treatments for
dysfunctions to the body systems and are encouraged to use ICT to interpret and communicate
their findings in a variety of ways.
Unit 2 – “Reproduction”
This unit explores the role that males and females have in reproduction, including contraception,
and the issues of sexually transmitted infections. Students learn about the reproductive systems
of males and females and how they are specialised in many different ways to produce
differentiated gametes (eggs and sperm) and ensure the chances of fertilisation and
implantation are more likely.
The healthy development of the embryo and foetus can be monitored, and technologies
available will be presented. Where there are instances of infertility, options available for couples,
along with associated risks, will be considered, in addition to lifestyle choices that can affect
fertility. Sexually transmitted infections will be researched, and effects, treatments and ways to
minimise infection will be examined.
Students apply their knowledge to construct a deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) model and
demonstrate cell division processes.
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Year 12 Human Biology (General)
Prerequisite: Nil.
Course Description
The Year 12 general syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are
typically delivered as a pair.
Unit 3 – “Coordination”
This unit explores bones, muscles, nerves and hormones and how they maintain the body to act
in a coordinated manner.
The structure and function of the musculoskeletal system provides for human movement, balance
and growth as the result of coordinated actions. This is brought about by the interaction of the
musculoskeletal system with the nervous and endocrine systems. Conditions affecting these
systems, such as sporting injuries, hearing and vision defects, can result in a decrease or loss of
function.
Students investigate the musculoskeletal, nervous and endocrine systems through dissections and
practical examination of reflexes, vision, hearing and skin sensitivity. They are encouraged to
interpret and communicate their findings in a variety of ways.
Unit 4 – “Infectious disease”
This unit explores the causes and spread of disease and how humans respond to invading
pathogens. Disease is caused by various pathogens that are transmitted between individuals
and populations in many different ways.
Prevention of transmission of disease can be achieved by adopting good hygiene practices at
a personal, domestic and workplace level. The body responds naturally to disease in several
ways. These actions of the body can be assisted by the use of medications, such as antibiotics,
and the use of vaccines.
Improvement in technology and transportation has resulted in humans becoming less
geographically isolated, resulting in the transmission of disease becoming an increasing global
issue. The frequency of particular diseases in geographical areas is dependent upon population
density and standards of sanitation and health services.
Students investigate transmission of diseases using second-hand data from a historical
perspective and recent global incidences. They consider how data is used to inform personal
decisions and community responses related to disease prevention and control. They are
encouraged to use ICT to interpret and communicate findings in a variety of ways.
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Psychology (ATAR)
Year 11 Psychology (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade (65%) in Year 10 Biological Science
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1
This unit focuses on a number of concepts that enable students to gain an understanding of how
and why people behave the way they do. Students learn about the human brain and explore
the impact of external factors on behaviour, such as physical activity and psychoactive drugs.
Cognitive processes, such as sensation and perception, and selective and divided attention are
investigated. Students are introduced to ethics in psychological research and carry out
investigations.
Unit 2
This unit focuses on developmental psychology. Students gain insight into the nature/nurture
debate and look at the role of play in assisting development. Students explore what is meant by
the term personality and examine historical perspectives used to explain personality. They also
explore behaviour and causes of prejudice. Psychological research methods studied in Unit 1 are
further developed.
Year 12 Psychology (ATAR)
Prerequisite:
High
‘C’
Costs: $14 Perth Zoo Fee

Grade

(60%)

in

Year

11

Psychology

ATAR

Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 3
This unit focuses on the functions of the lobes of the cerebral cortex and examines how messages
are transmitted from the brain to the body. It explores how behaviour is influenced by learning
and other factors, and the impact of others on individual behaviour. Students examine
socialisation processes observed within families and how social background and gender can
shape communication styles. Students expand on their knowledge of ethics in psychological
research as they engage in detailed investigations.
Unit 4
This unit focuses on developmental and contemporary personality theories, and behaviours
observed when individuals are examined in the social context. Students analyse the causes of
conformity and obedience and gain an understanding of the factors that shape a sense of
community. Students continue to develop their understanding and application of psychological
research methods.
Careers/Further Study
Psychologist, Counsellor, Human Resources Manager, Social Worker, Market Research Analyst.
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Marine and Maritime Studies (ATAR)
Year 11 Marine and Maritime Studies (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B’ Grade (65%) in Year 10 Biological Sciences
Cost: $300 for Seatrek camp and Recreational Skipper’s Ticket fees
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1
This unit explores types of Western Australian marine ecosystems, marine resources, nautical craft
design features, power boating, historic sea routes and mapping of the Western Australian
coastline.
Unit 2
This unit explores the cycling of matter through marine ecosystems and global ocean currents.
Historical and archaeological understandings and the skills associated with power boating are
further developed. Students investigate management of local Western Australian fisheries.

Year 12 Marine and Maritime Studies (ATAR)
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ Grade (60%) in Year 11 Marine and Maritime Studies ATAR
Cost: $100
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 3
This unit explores Western Australian ocean currents and factors which influence the productivity
of marine ecosystems, major issues affecting Australia’s marine environment, shipwrecks and
snorkelling and diving.
Unit 4
This unit focuses on the impacts of climate change, coastal erosion and strategies for managing
marine biodiversity. Western Australian historical and archaeological understandings and the skills
associated with snorkelling and diving are further developed.
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Marine and Maritime Studies (General)
Year 11 Marine and Maritime Studies (General)
Prerequisite: Nil.
Cost: $166.00 Fishing and Sailing activities
Course Description
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1
This unit introduces students to marine science through the examination of water properties and
methods used to conduct water testing. In oceanography, students learn about wind formation,
tides, waves and currents, including Western Australian ocean currents. Students examine
Western Australian recreational and commercial fishing issues and how they are managed
through rules and regulations. Nautical terminology, including the basic parts of boats, will be
introduced and students gain an understanding of aspects of small craft, such as buoyancy and
design of pulley systems.
Unit 2
This unit introduces students to the marine ecosystem, with a focus on the four main zones and
the adaptations of marine life to survive in each zone. Students examine the importance of
marine protected areas, marine parks, reserves and sanctuary zones. Students gain an
understanding of the design features of marine or maritime equipment and methods of maritime
construction. Features of small craft propulsion systems are studied, and students gain an
understanding of aspects of small craft, such as steering and gear systems.
Year 12 Marine and Maritime Studies (General)
Prerequisite: Nil with permission from the Head of Learning Area.
Cost: $135.00 Textbook Fee; Seatrek Camp.
Excursion: (Cost TBA)
Optional Endorsed Program; Skipper’s Ticket ($180)
Course Description
The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 3
In this unit students investigate Western Australian marine ecosystems, with a focus on estuaries,
mangroves, coral reefs and seagrass meadows. Students identify the key species and food webs
for each of these ecosystems, as well as examine adaptations of organisms living in mangrove
ecosystems. Environmental and resource management will focus on aquaculture as a solution to
declining fish stocks. Students gain an understanding of maritime studies, including the
characteristics of construction materials, design and construction of water craft, and repair of
fibreglass craft. The basic parts of the outboard motor, including features of two stroke and four
stroke motors, will be studied, as well as features of small craft systems, including bilges, electrical,
fuel, mooring lines and anchoring equipment.
Unit 4
This unit examines global surface ocean currents, atmospheric circulation systems and the
impact of climate change on global sea levels, thermohaline circulation and marine ecosystems.
The process of coastal erosion and coastal engineering structures is studied. Students gain an
understanding of maritime studies, including common forms of construction material protection,
and the possible side effects of using these materials. Aspects of small craft maintenance,
including the use of a maintenance log, fuel and ignition, cooling system and engine diagnostics,
are studied.
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Careers/Further Study
TAFE pathways, Marine Tourism, Fishing Industry, Harbour and Port Authorities, Defence Force.
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Technologies
Head of Learning Area: Barry Harrington
Contact Details:

9246 8227
harrington@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Business &
Accounting

Accounting & Finance
ATAR

Units
1 and 2

Engineering Studies

Engineering Studies
ATAR
Applied Information
Technology ATAR

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Applied Information
Technology

Café Culture
Child Care

Certificate II in
Information, Digital
Media & Technology
Food Science &
Technology General
Children, Family and
the
Community General
ATAR
Children, Family and
the
Community General

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Design ATAR
Design

Design General

Wood Technology

Materials Design &
Technology (Wood)
General

Metals Technology

Materials Design &
Technology (Metals)
General

Units
1 and 2

Accounting & Finance
ATAR
Engineering Studies ATAR
Applied Information
Technology ATAR
Certificate II in
Information, Digital
Media & Technology
Food Science &
Technology General
Children, Family and the
Community General
ATAR
Children, Family and the
Community General
Design ATAR
Design General
Materials Design &
Technology (Wood)
General
Materials Design &
Technology (Metals)
General

The shaded area indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway
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Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Accounting and Finance (ATAR)

Year 11 Accounting and Finance (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ in Year 10 Mathematics – Advanced
High ‘C’ in Year 10 English
Course Description
The focus for Unit 1 is Double Entry Accounting for small Business. Students apply their
understanding of financial principles, systems and institutions to manage financial information
and make decisions in a variety of small businesses. Students record and process financial
information and apply the principles of GST. Students learn about the various forms of business
organisations adopted by small businesses.
The focus of Unit 2 is Accrual Accounting. Students record and report using balance day
adjustments, financial information for a sole trader using manual and computerised accounting
systems. Students will evaluate a business entity and formulate strategies that will improve business
performance.
Year 12 Accounting and Finance (ATAR)
Prerequisite: -‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Accounting and Finance ATAR
Course Description
The focus for Unit 3 is Internal Management for Business. Students prepare and interpret budgets
and performance reports in relation to forecasting a business’s future. Students will distinguish
between financial accounting and management accounting and identify and select relevant
information for making long term investment decisions.
The focus for Unit 4 is Australian Reporting Entities and how they are regulated by the Corporations
act. Students will develop an awareness of corporate social disclosure issues and the ethical
behaviour within corporations.
Careers/Further Study
The study of Accounting is a foundation unit in Commerce or Business Studies Courses at tertiary
institutions – TAFE and universities. It is also a valuable preparation for students seeking work in
business and for those hoping to run their own business in the future. The range of occupations
includes banking, finance, public administration or accounting practice.
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Applied Information Technology (ATAR)
Year 11 Applied Information Technology (ATAR)
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ Grade in Year 10 English
Course Description
The focus for this unit is to provide students with the opportunity to investigate client-driven issues
and challenges, devise solutions, produce models or prototypes and then evaluate and refine
the design solution in collaboration with the client. Students are provided with the opportunity to
experience, albeit in a school environment, developing digital solutions for real world situations.
The practical application of skills, techniques and strategies to solve information-based problems
is a key focus of the course. Students also gain an understanding of computer systems and
networks. In undertaking projects and designing solutions the legal, ethical and social issues
associated with each solution are also considered and evaluated.
Students will have access to a wide variety of industry standard applications including the Adobe
Suite (Photoshop, Illustrator, After Effects, Dream Weaver, Flash etc.) and ‘Office’ applications to
create high quality multimedia / design work.
Year 12 Applied Information Technology (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Applied Information Technology (ATAR)
Course Description
The focus for this unit is to explore the developments in digital technologies by analysing its impact
on how we live and work in today’s society.
Students will gain exposure to a range of 21st century technologies and applications that will
equip them well for the future. They will be required to partake in a range of simulated client
driven situations that will compel them to think creatively to develop solutions that meet a design
brief and a specific target audience.
Students will gain experience in using a range of technologies and applications that include web
and application design and development, multimedia, networking, computer systems, data
management, disaster recovery management, and many others.Furthermore, the course will
provide students with the opportunity to develop the knowledge and skills of digital technologies
in order to use them in a more responsible and informed manner.
Careers / Further Study:
The Applied Information Technology ATAR course provides a sound theoretical and practical
foundation, offering pathways to further studies such as Computer Science, Information
Technology, Commerce, Multimedia / Design and a wide range of technology based careers.
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Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology
Year 11 & 12
Pre-requisites: Nil
Course Description
The focus of this nationally recognised qualification is to provide students with an entry-level
course that offers the foundation skills and knowledge to use information and communications
technology (ICT) in any industry. This vocational subject will provide students with a highly
practical option to their studies.
Students will be required to undertake 14 competencies that will include them using a range of
21st century tools and technologies. Students will have exposure to social media, digital media
& web development applications, along with gaining access and use to a variety of
sophisticated hardware technologies (like digital and video cameras) to create highly
professional, industry standard products. Some of the competencies these learners will study are
as follows:
Core units
BSBOHS201A Participate in OHS processes
BSBSUS201A Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices
ICAICT201A Use computer operating systems and hardware
ICAICT202A Work and communicate effectively in an IT environment
ICAICT203A Operate application software packages
ICAICT204A Operate a digital media technology package
ICAWEB201A Use social media tools for collaboration and engagement
Elective units
CUFCAM201A Assist with a basic camera shoot
CUFDIG201A Maintain interactive content
CUFDIG303A Produce and prepare photo images
CUFPOS201A Perform basic vision and sound editing
CUFSOU204A Perform basic sound editing
ICAICT205A Design basic organisational documents using computing packages
ICAICT206A Install software applications
NB: The units will be changing for 2021, as the package for ICT units are changing. Details TBA
but will be similar in nature to the above.
Careers/Further Study: This is a dynamic course that endeavors to develop skills such as
teamwork, communication and problem solving within students. It suitably prepares
participants for further studies at a tertiary level, in particular at a vocational training provider.
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Engineering Studies (ATAR)
Year 11 Engineering Studies - Mechatronic Specialist (ATAR)
Prerequisite: 'B' Grade in Year 10 Engineering
(desirable) strong performance in Year 10 Maths and/or Science
Course Description
The Engineering Studies ATAR course provides opportunities for students to investigate, research
and present information, design and make products and undertake project development. These
opportunities allow students to apply engineering processes, understand underpinning scientific
and mathematical principles, develop engineering technology skills and explore the
interrelationships between engineering and society. The Engineering Studies ATAR course is
essentially a practical course focusing on real‐life contexts. It aims to prepare students for a future
in an increasingly technological world by providing the foundation for life‐long learning about
engineering. It is particularly suited to those students who are interested in engineering and
technical industries as future careers. Students use state-of-the-art hardware and software
including 3D printing, lasers and Arduino microcontrollers in their projects.
Units 1 and 2
The course covers Core Engineering and Specialist Engineering (Mechatronics).
In Core Engineering the students study and apply their knowledge in the following areas common
to all engineering fields:
• Engineering Process
• Engineering Understandings
• Engineering Technology skills
• Engineering in Society
In the Mechatronic Specialist area students study and apply their knowledge in:
Electrical/electronics
●
●
●
●

components
laws and principles
production
quantities and unit prefixes

Systems and control
● nature of control systems
● logic gates (Unit 1 only)
● interfacing with a
microcontroller (Unit 2 only)

Mechanics
●
●
●
●

types of motion
mechanical drive systems
calculations
quantities.

Year 12 Engineering Studies - Mechatronic Specialist (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Engineering Studies ATAR
Course Description
This course is based on the Systems and Control strand of Engineering Studies and is subject to
the WACE examinations.
Units 3 and 4
These units follow on from Units 1 & 2 at a more complex level
Electrical/electronics
●
●
●
●

components (Unit 3 only)
laws and principles
production
quantities and unit prefixes

Systems and control

Mechanics (Unit 4 only)

● nature of control systems
● programming (Unit 3 only)
● interfacing with a
microcontroller

● types of motion
● mechanical drive
systems
● calculations
● quantities
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Careers/Further Study
The ATAR courses have been developed in conjunction with WA universities to offer students an
introduction to the Engineering degree courses currently offered.
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Children, Family and the Community (ATAR)
Year 11 Children, Family and the Community (ATAR)
Prerequisite: Nil
The Children, Family and the Community ATAR course focuses on factors that influence human
development and the wellbeing of individuals, families and communities. They recognise how
promoting inclusion and diversity among individuals, families and groups in society contributes to
the creation of safe, cohesive and sustainable communities. Students develop an understanding
of human growth and the domains of development. Students develop an appreciation of how
the creation of environments that promote optimal growth and development of individuals,
families and communities affect and influence society as a whole.
This course caters for students seeking career pathways in areas such as sociology, psychology,
education, nursing, occupational therapy, community services, childcare and health.
Course Description:
Unit 1 – Building on relationships
In this unit, students investigate the principles of development and how these relate to the
domains and theories of development. They examine the diverse and dynamic nature of families
in Australia. They recognise and acknowledge cultural diversity, and inequity and injustice issues.
Unit 2 – My place in the world
In this unit, students examine the effect on an individual’s development and wellbeing in a society
characterised by rapid change. They explore contemporary Australian issues or trends relating to
families and communities at the state and national level, and are introduced to a range of
advocacy types.

Year 12 Children, Family and the Community (ATAR)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Children, Family and the Community - ATAR
Course Description
Unit 3 – The change factor
This unit focuses on challenges that confront individuals, families and communities in a rapidly
developing society and the need to adapt to growing social, cultural, environmental, economic
and political circumstances. Students understand the importance of sustainable practices when
producing and evaluating resources designed to improve the quality of life. Students compare,
contrast and test developmental theories through observation and participation in practical
activities at school or in the community.
Unit 4 – Shaping the world
This unit examines the principles of social, economic and political justice and environmental
accord. Students investigate ways to address issues that have been created by rapid social,
cultural, economic and technological change.Students explore the characteristics of sustainable
communities in Australia and overseas.Students work collaboratively to research and develop
strategies to advocate for the needs of specific groups. These strategies are designed to
empower and help individuals and communities to manage now and in the future.
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Children, Family and the Community (General)
Year 11 Children, Family and the Community (General)
Prerequisite: Nil
The Children, Family and the Community General course is not “Childcare”, it focuses on factors
that influence human development and the wellbeing of individuals, families and communities.
The context studied emphasises caring for infants, children, adults, seniors or the aged. Students
use the Virtual Babies and the Empathy Belly to further aide their understanding of human
development and the care of children.
Course Description:
Unit 1 – Families and relationships
This unit focuses on family uniqueness. Students examine the role of families and the relationships
between individuals, families and their communities.
Students learn about all stages of human development, in particular maternal health, infant care
and children’s development.
Unit 2 – Our community
This unit focuses on families, relationships and living in communities. The influence of biological
and environmental factors, lifestyle behaviours and health status on growth and development is
studied. Students explore the health of individuals and communities and the protective and
preventative strategies that impact on growth and development.

Year 12 Children, Family and the Community (General)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Children, Family and the Community General
Course Description
Unit 3 – Building on relationships
In this unit, students investigate the principles of development and how these relate to the
domains and theories of development. Students examine and evaluate the features of products,
services and systems for individuals and families. They examine the diverse and dynamic nature
of families in Australia. They recognise and acknowledge cultural diversity, and inequity and
injustice issues. Students develop effective self-management and interpersonal skills to recognise
and enhance personal relationships, enabling them to take active roles in society. This course
also covers aspects of Sociology and Psychology.
Unit 4 – My place in the community
In this unit, students examine the effect on an individual’s development and wellbeing in a society
characterised by rapid change. They explore contemporary Australian issues or trends relating to
families and communities at the state and national level and are introduced to a range of
advocacy types. Students examine developmental theories and their influence on cognitive
development. Students use effective self-management and interpersonal skills when developing
or assessing products, processes, services, systems or environments.
Careers/Further Study
This subject can be used as a base for a variety of careers:
● Primary School Teaching
● Teacher’s Aide
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●
●
●
●

Nursing
Occupational Therapy
Physiotherapy
Social work
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Year 11 Design (ATAR)
Prerequisites:
A high ‘C’ in Year 10 English.
Note: Successful completion of Year 10 Design, Art or AIT is an advantage.
These design units have been created to cater for artistic and creative students who are looking
to achieve an ATAR score and aspire to move into creative university courses and occupations.
The focus for the units is the ‘Design Process’ and will give the students a broad depth of
experiences to prepare them for such careers as graphic design, photography, architecture,
website design, interior decorating, fashion design, game design, industrial design and
promotional design.
Unit 1 – Product Design
In this unit students will undertake a design process to produce several commercial products for
a range of different purposes. Their major project will involve students creating products for a
particular audience or client. Students will learn how to lay out a design portfolio (to industry
standard) and in doing so learn about design codes, conventions, design skills and processes.
The products that they will create will incorporate a range of skills, techniques and programs such
as Illustrator, Photoshop, 3D printing, laser cutting, vinyl cutting, printing, digital photography, as
well as some traditional hand skills.
Unit 2 – Cultural Design
In this unit students will begin to learn and understand how culture and ethics can influence their
designing. Students will be asked to develop designs and products that will serve to either
address, ‘deal with’ or raise awareness of these issues.
As with Unit one, students will be asked to undertake a design process to produce a range of
products to suit a given purpose using a wide range of materials and equipment except this time
through the focus will be on designing a project around solving social/ cultural issues.
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Year 11 Design (General)
Prerequisites:
NIL, but successful completion of Year 10 Design, Art or AIT is an advantage.
These design units have been created to cater for artistic and creative students who aspire to
move into creative Tertiary courses or occupations but will not require an ATAR score.
The focus for the units is the ‘Design Process’ and will give the students a broad depth of
experiences to prepare them for such careers as graphic design, photography, architecture,
website design, interior decorating, fashion design, game design, industrial design and
promotional design.
Unit 1 – Design fundamentals
The focus of this unit is to introduce the design process and practice.
Students learn that design can be used to provide solutions to design problems and
communication needs.
The products that they will create introduce students to basic design skills and a range of
techniques to demonstrate control over the elements and principles of design. These products
will incorporate a range of skills, techniques and programs such as Illustrator, Photoshop, 3D
printing, laser cutting, vinyl cutting, printing, digital photography, as well as some traditional hand
skills.

Unit 2 – Personal design
The focus of this unit is personal design.
Students learn that they visually communicate aspects of their personality, values and beliefs
through their affiliations and their manipulation of personal surroundings and environments.
Students explore design elements and principles and the design process in a project
communicating something of them. Students increase familiarity with basic production skills and
processes, materials and technologies.
As with unit one, students will be asked to undertake a design process to produce a range of
products to suit a given purpose using a wide range of materials and equipment except this time
through the focus will be on designing a project around solving social/ cultural issues.
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Year 12 Design (ATAR)
Prerequisites:
A ‘high C’ in any ATAR English and a ‘high C’ in Year 11 Design (ATAR)
These design units are a continuation of the Year 11 ATAR courses and have been created to
cater for artistic and creative students who are looking to achieve an ATAR score and aspire to
move into creative university courses and occupations.
The focus for the units is the ‘Design Process’ and will give the students a broad depth of
experiences to prepare them for such careers as graphic design, photography, architecture,
website design, interior design, fashion design, game design, industrial design and promotional
design.
Unit 3 – Commercial design
The focus on this particular unit is on designing a commercial product for a ‘real world’ client.
Whilst students will all undertake a similar commercial design process as completed in units 1&2,
the actual product to be created in this unit will be driven by your particular interest i.e. you will
choose what you are going to design to meet the particular design brief; whether it be fashion,
graphic design, interior design, product design, photography etc.
In completing this design process, you will also need to consider commercial and manufacturing
requirements for a real world solution, with relevant production skills and processes, materials, and
technologies.
Unit 4 – Influential design
The focus of this unit is the communication of ideals, messages, information and values, to
influence opinion and attitudes.
Students will be asked to produce products and visual layouts for the specific purpose of
changing, questioning or influencing the way in which people make decisions and/ or
persuading them to change their response to your product. They analyse the audience in terms
of empathy, profiling and stereotyping then go on to design and produce products which aim
to influence the consumer.
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Year 12 Design (General)
These design units are a continuation of the Year 11 ATAR courses that have been created to
cater for artistic and creative students who are looking to achieve an ATAR score and aspire to
move into creative university courses and occupations.
The focus for the units is the ‘Design Process’ and will give the students a broad depth of
experiences to prepare them for such careers as graphic design, photography, architecture,
website design, interior design, fashion design, game design, industrial design and promotional
design.

Unit 3 – Product Design
In this unit students will undertake a design process to produce commercial products for a range
of different purposes. Their major project will involve students creating products for a particular
audience or client. Students will learn how to lay out a design portfolio (to a professional level)
and in doing so learn about design codes, conventions, design skills and processes.
The products that they will create will incorporate a range of skills, techniques and programs such
as Illustrator, Photoshop, 3D printing, laser cutting, vinyl cutting, printing, digital photography, as
well as some traditional hand skills.

Unit 4 – Cultural Design
In this unit students will begin to learn and understand how culture and ethics can influence their
designing. Students will be asked to develop designs and products that will serve to either
address, ‘deal with’ or raise awareness of these issues.
As with Unit one, students will be asked to undertake a design process to produce a range of
products to suit a given purpose using a wide range of materials and equipment except this time
through the focus will be on designing a project around solving social/ cultural issues.
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Food Science and Technology (General)
Year 11 Food Science and Technology (General)
Prerequisite: Nil
Course Description
Unit 1 – Food choices and health
This unit focuses on the sensory and physical properties of food that affect the consumption of
raw and processed foods. Students investigate balanced diets, the function of nutrients in the
body and apply nutrition concepts that promote healthy eating. They study health and
environmental issues that arise from lifestyle choices and investigate factors which influence the
purchase of locally produced commodities. Students devise food products, interpret and adapt
recipes to prepare healthy meals and snacks that meet individual needs. They demonstrate a
variety of mise-en-place and precision cutting skills, and processing techniques to ensure that
safe food handling practices prevent food contamination.
Unit 2 – Food for communities
This unit focuses on the supply of staple foods and the factors that influence adolescent food
choices and ethical considerations. Students recognise factors, including processing systems,
that affect the sensory and physical properties of staple foods. They explore food sources and
the role of macronutrients and water for health, and nutrition-related health conditions, such as
coeliac and lactose intolerance, which often require specialised diets. Students work with a
range of staple foods, adapt basic recipes and apply the technology process to investigate,
devise, and produce food products to achieve specific dietary requirements. They evaluate food
products and demonstrate a variety of safe workplace procedures, processing techniques and
food handling practices.
Year 12 Food Science and Technology (General)
Prerequisite: ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Food Science and Technology (General)
Course Description
Unit 3 – Food science
This unit explores the societal, lifestyle and economic issues that influence food choices. Students
research the effect of under-consumption and over-consumption of nutrients on health and
investigate a range of diet-related health conditions that affect individuals and families. Using
scientific methods, students examine the functional properties that determine the performance
of food and apply these in the planning and preparation of food products and processing
systems.
Unit 4 – The undercover story
This unit focuses on food spoilage and contamination and explores reasons for preserving food.
Students investigate food processing techniques and the principles of food preservation. They
examine the regulations which determine the way food is packaged, labelled and stored and
how the principles of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) system are administered
and implemented to guide the production and provision of safe food.
Careers/Further Study
The Food Science and Technology General course enables students to connect with further
education, training and employment pathways and enhances employability and career
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opportunities in areas that include nutrition, health, food and beverage manufacturing, food
processing, community services, hospitality, and retail.
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Materials Design and Technology – Metal Context (General)
Year 11 Materials Design and Technology – Metal Context (General)
Prerequisite: Nil
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 1: Students are introduced to the fundamentals of design through interaction with various
workshop tools, machines and materials- predominantly metals. They learn to communicate
various aspects of the technology process by constructing what they design.
Throughout the process, students learn about the origins, classifications, properties and suitability
for the purpose of the materials they are using, and are introduced to a range of production
equipment and techniques. They develop materials manipulation skills and production
management strategies, and are given the opportunity to realise their design ideas through the
production of their design project.
Unit 2: Students interact with products designed for a specific market. They use a range of
techniques to gather information about existing products and apply the fundamentals of design.
Students learn to conceptualise and communicate their ideas and various aspects of the design
process within the context of constructing what they design. Throughout the process, students
learn about the origins, classifications, properties and suitability for end use of materials they are
working with. Students are introduced to a range of technology skills and are encouraged to
generate ideas and realise them through the production of their design projects. They work within
a defined environment and learn to use a variety of relevant technologies safely and effectively.
Students, in consultation with teachers, select projects of interest and then design and make
products suitable for a specific market.
Year 12 Materials Design and Technology – Metal Context (General)
Prerequisite: Nil (‘C’ Grade Year 11 Materials Design and Technology – Metal, is preferred)
Course Description:
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3: Students develop an understanding of the elements and fundamentals of design and
consider human factors involved in the design, production and use of their projects. They develop
creative thinking strategies and work on design projects within specified constraints. Students
learn about the classification and properties of a variety of materials and make appropriate
materials selection for design needs. Students learn about manufacturing and production skills
and techniques. They develop the skills and techniques appropriate to the materials being used
and gain practice in planning and managing processes through the production of design
projects. They learn about risk management and ongoing evaluation processes.
Unit 4: Students learn about the nature of designing for a client, target audience or market.
Students learn about the nature, properties and environmental impacts related to a variety of
materials, and production techniques. Students apply an understanding of the elements and
fundamentals of design and consider human factors involved in their design projects. They
develop creative thinking strategies, work on design projects within specified constraints and
consider the environmental impacts of recycling of materials. Students extend their
understanding of safe working practices and contemporary manufacturing techniques, and
develop the knowledge, understanding and skills required to manage the processes of designing
and manufacturing.
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Materials Design and Technology – Wood Context (General)
Year 11 Materials Design and Technology – Wood Context (General)
Prerequisite: Nil
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 1: Students interact with a variety of items that have been specifically designed to meet
certain needs. Students are introduced to the fundamentals of design. They learn to
communicate various aspects of the technology process by constructing what they design.
Throughout the process, students learn about the origins, classifications, properties and suitability
for the purpose of the materials they are using, and are introduced to a range of production
equipment and techniques. They develop materials manipulation skills and production
management strategies, and are given the opportunity to realise their design ideas through the
production of their design project.
Unit 2: Students interact with products designed for a specific market. They use a range of
techniques to gather information about existing products and apply the fundamentals of design.
Students learn to conceptualise and communicate their ideas and various aspects of the design
process within the context of constructing what they design. Throughout the process, students
learn about the origins, classifications, properties and suitability for end use of materials they are
working with. Students are introduced to a range of technology skills and are encouraged to
generate ideas and realise them through the production of their design projects. They work within
a defined environment and learn to use a variety of relevant technologies safely and effectively.
Students, in consultation with teachers, select projects of interest and then design and make
products suitable for a specific market.
Year 12 Materials Design and Technology – Wood Context (General)
Prerequisite: Nil (‘C’ Grade Year 11 Materials Design and Technology – Wood is preferred)
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3: Students develop an understanding of the elements and fundamentals of design and
consider human factors involved in the design, production and use of their projects. They develop
creative thinking strategies and work on design projects within specified constraints. Students
learn about the classification and properties of a variety of materials and make appropriate
materials selection for design needs. Students learn about manufacturing and production skills
and techniques. They develop the skills and techniques appropriate to the materials being used
and gain practice in planning and managing processes through the production of design
project. They learn about risk management and ongoing evaluation processes.
Unit 4: Students learn about the nature of designing for a client, target audience or market.
Students learn about the nature, properties and environmental impacts related to a variety of
materials, and production techniques. Students apply an understanding of the elements and
fundamentals of design and consider human factors involved in their design projects. They
develop creative thinking strategies, work on design projects within specified constraints and
consider the environmental impacts of recycling of materials. Students extend their
understanding of safe working practices and contemporary manufacturing techniques, and
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develop the knowledge, understanding and skills required to manage the processes of designing
and manufacturing.

The Arts
Head of Learning Area: Shannon Sodano
Contact Details:

9246 8235
sodano@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10
Dance

Year 11
Dance ATAR
Dance General

Drama

Drama ATAR
Drama General

Media Production
and Analysis

Music

Media Production and
Analysis ATAR
Media Production and
Analysis General
Music ATAR

Visual Arts

Certificate III
Music Industry
Visual Arts ATAR
Visual Arts General

Year 12
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Dance ATAR
Dance General
Drama ATAR
Drama General
Media Production and
Analysis ATAR
Media Production and
Analysis General
Music ATAR
Certificate III
Music Industry
Visual Arts ATAR
Visual Arts General

The shaded area indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.
Please note:
All Arts unit descriptions have been taken directly from the SCSA website.
For more information about specific courses/assessment, please visit
http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/arts/
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Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Dance (ATAR)
Year 11 Dance (ATAR)
Prerequisite Year 11: High 'C' Grade in Year 10 Dance.
Cost: $100.00 + attending live performances
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
In Unit 1 the exploration of dance in popular culture leads to a wider understanding of the diverse
contexts and functions of dance in our society. Students understand and value the way dance
is subject to different interpretations, and appreciate that informed responses should take into
account the varying contexts within which dance works are created.
In Unit 2 an understanding of the diverse range of functions and contexts of dance in Australia
allows students to make relevant comparisons between their own dance and the dance of
others. They analyse critically their own cultural beliefs and values in relation to traditional and
contemporary dance forms and styles, and develop deeper understandings of their own
personal dance heritage. They understand that dance may give form to ideas and issues that
concern the wider community.
Year 12 Dance (ATAR)
Prerequisite Year 12: High ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Dance ATAR or through discussion with the Head of
Learning Area.
Cost: $75.00 + attending live performances
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus of Unit 3 is Youth Voice. Students explore learning contexts that reflect their own cultural
understanding and produce unique work with a personal style. Students research factors
affecting points of view, such as time, place, gender, age, culture, religion, politics and the
environment. They consider how dance reflects and is shaped by society and its values. They also
investigate the impact of technologies on dance.
The focus of Unit 4 is extending the boundaries. Students investigate learning contexts that reflect
their own artistic understanding and produce unique dance work. They investigate how
technologies are used to extend and enhance dance design.
Students research issues and reflect on events which may influence dance. In their responses,
they examine their own values, considering how dance is shaped by society and its values. In the
critical analysis and interpretation of their own work and the work of others, they reflect on the
relationships between dance works, audiences and contexts, and how these contribute to the
development of different perspectives.
Careers/Further Study
This course will provide a valuable grounding for students wishing to go on with further study in
dance such as the Academy of Performing Arts or National Institute of Circus Arts.
Career opportunities include, but are not limited to, Dance Teaching, Choreography, Artistic
Director, Dance Administration and Performance and Design.
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Dance (General)
Year 11 Dance (General)
Pre-requisites: Nil
Cost: $100.00 + attending live performances
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus of Unit 1 is exploring the components of dance. The elements of dance and processes
of choreography are explored and students solve structured choreographic tasks to produce
dance works for performance. They have first-hand experience of dance-making which actively
engages them in exploration, improvisation, research, reflection and response. Technologies and
design concepts are introduced to the planning stage of dance creation.
A broad introduction to dance genres enables students to place dance in its time and place
and then begin to understand its functions within this context.
The focus of Unit 2 is Dance as Entertainment. Students explore the entertainment potential of
dance and choreography. In practical lessons, they improve safe dance practices and their
physical competencies while acquiring genre-specific technique. They explore and experiment
with elements of dance and processes of choreography to solve choreographic tasks for
performance.
Students identify and select technologies and design concepts which enhance the
entertainment value of the dance and place it in its social, historical and economic context.
Year 12 Dance (General)
Pre-requisites: Completion of Year 11 Dance General or through discussion with the Head of
Learning Area.
Cost: $75.00 + attending live performances
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus for Unit 3 is Popular Culture. Through practical lessons, students use safe dance
practices and improved physical competencies to acquire genre-specific technique.
Performance qualities and etiquette are improved through increased opportunities for
performance of popular styles. Students solve choreographic tasks to produce dance works
incorporating dance elements, choreographic processes, technologies and design concepts
that reflect current popular trends. The exploration of dance in popular culture leads to a wider
understanding of the diverse contexts and functions of dance in our society.
The focus for Unit 4 is Australian Dance. Through practical lessons, students incorporate safe
dance practices and demonstrate consistent improvement in physical competencies in
acquiring genre-specific technique. Opportunities to perform in increasingly formal environments
enhance the ability to develop individual stage presence. An understanding of the diverse
range of functions and contexts of dance in Australia enables students to make relevant
comparisons between their own dance and the dance of others. They analyse their own cultural
beliefs and values in relation to traditional and contemporary dance forms and styles, and
develop deeper understandings of their own dance heritage.
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Drama (ATAR)
Year 11 Drama (ATAR)
Prerequisite: High 'C' Grade in Year 10 Drama
Cost: As part of this course students will view professional theatre performances.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus for Unit 1 is representational, realist drama. Students explore techniques of
characterisation through different approaches to group based text interpretation, particularly
those based on the work of Stanislavski and others. In this unit, students have the opportunity to
research and collaboratively workshop, interpret, perform and produce texts in forms and styles
related to representational, realistic drama that educate and present perspectives.
The focus of Unit 2 is presentational, non-realist drama. Students explore techniques of role
and/or character through different approaches to group based text interpretation, particularly
those based on the work of Brecht and others. In this unit, students have the opportunity to
research and collaboratively workshop, interpret and perform drama texts related to
presentational, non-realistic drama that challenge and question perspectives.
Year 12 Drama (ATAR)
Prerequisite: High ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Drama ATAR or through discussion with the Head of
Learning Area.
Cost: As part of this course students will view professional theatre performances.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus for Unit 3 is reinterpretation of drama for contemporary audiences, focusing upon
reimagining dramatic text, context, forms and styles for modern audiences through applying
theoretical and practitioner approaches. This includes physical theatre approaches, such as
Jacques Lecoq, Anne Bogart and Tadashi Suzuki and text-based approaches, such as Theatre of
the Absurd, Asian theatre and Poor Theatre. In this unit, students work on the reinterpretation of
text, subtext, context, form and style through in-depth study.
The focus for Unit 4 is contemporary and devised drama, focusing upon interpreting, manipulating
and synthesising a range of practical and theoretical approaches.. This includes contemporary
theatre approaches, such as Barrie Kosky and Robert Lepage and experimental approaches, such
as Robert Wilson and VE Meyerhold. In this unit, students show their understanding of how a range
of practical and theoretical approaches manipulate the elements of drama to devise and
perform original work.
Careers/Further Study
Students who have a talent for drama may wish to pursue a career in this area, perhaps through
further study at The Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts, Mt Lawley, the National
Institute of Dramatic Arts (NIDA) in New South Wales, Curtin University of University of Queensland.
. This course will provide a valuable grounding for these students.
Career opportunities include Drama Teaching, Arts Management, Stage Management, TV
Production and Acting and Design, amongst others.
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Drama (General)
Year 11 Drama (General)
Prerequisites: Nil
Cost: As part of this course students will view professional theatre performances.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus of Unit 1 is dramatic storytelling. Students engage with the skills, techniques, processes
and conventions of dramatic storytelling. Students view, read and explore relevant drama works
and texts using scripts and/or script excerpts from Australian and/or world sources.
The focus for Unit 2 is drama performance events for an audience other than their class members.
In participating in a drama performance event, students work independently and in teams. They
apply the creative process of devising and interpreting Australian and/or world sources to
produce drama that is collaborative and makes meaning.
Year 12 Drama (General)
Prerequisite Year 12: High ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Drama General or through discussion with the Head
of Learning Area.
Cost: As part of this course students will view professional theatre performances.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus for Unit 3 is representational, realist drama. Students explore techniques of
characterisation through different approaches to group based text interpretation, particularly
those based on the work of Stanislavski and others. Students have the opportunity to research
and collaboratively workshop, interpret, perform and produce texts in forms and styles related to
representational, realistic drama that educate and present perspectives.
The focus of Unit 4 is presentational, non-realist drama. Students explore techniques of role and/or
character through different approaches to group based text interpretation, particularly those
based on the work of Brecht and others. In this unit, students have the opportunity to research
and collaboratively workshop, interpret and perform drama texts related to presentational, nonrealistic drama that challenge and question perspectives.
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Media Production and Analysis (ATAR)
Year 11 Media Production and Analysis (ATAR)
Prerequisite Year 11: High 'C' Grade in Year 10 Media Production and Analysis
OR High ‘C’ in Year 10 English.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
In Unit 1 the focus involves identifying what is meant by ‘popular’ culture and considering the
types of media, ideas and audiences from which popular culture evolves. Students analyse, view,
listen to and interact with a range of popular media, develop their own ideas, learn production
skills and apply their understanding and skills in creating their own productions.
In Unit 2 students will further their understanding of journalistic media. In contexts related to
journalism students analyse, view, listen to and interact with a range of journalistic genres and
they undertake more extensive research into the representation and reporting of groups and
issues within media work. They draw on knowledge when developing ideas for their own
productions.
Year 12 Media Production & Analysis (ATAR)
Prerequisite High ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Media Production ATAR OR High “C’ Grade in Year 11
English or through discussion with the Head of Learning Area.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3 provides the opportunity for students to explore and select from a range of media art and
develop their understanding of media aesthetics. Media aesthetics in the context of this unit is
the study of the emotional and intellectual response brought about by the way the techniques,
codes and conventions that create the artistic quality of the media work have been applied.
The focus for Unit 4 is power and persuasion, which includes the influential nature of media used
as a form of propaganda and political persuasion. Through this broad focus, students extend their
understanding of persuasive media, examining the way the media is able to reflect, challenge
and shape values and attitudes. They critically analyse, view, listen to, and interact with a range
of media work, considering the purposes and values of producers and audiences.
Careers/Further Study
Successful completion of Media Production & Analysis General in Year 12 provides practical skills
and theory beneficial to students aspiring to study all courses offered by the Film and Television
Institute as well as the Multimedia, Information Technology and Film courses offered by TAFE.
Completion of Media Production & Analysis ATAR in Year 12 provides practical skills and theory
relevant to all Communications courses at University. Successful completion of the Media
Production & Analysis Course will prove highly beneficial for students aspiring to study degrees in
Journalism, Public Relations and Film, Television or Radio Production.
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Media Production and Analysis (General)
Year 11 Media Production and Analysis (ATAR)
Prerequisite Year 11:
Nil
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Structure of the syllabus
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of one semester duration, which are typically
delivered as a pair.
Unit 1 – Mass media
Within this broad focus, students reflect on their own use of the media, common representations,
including the examination of characters, stars and stereotypes and the way media is constructed
and produced.
Unit 2 – Point of view
In this unit, students will be introduced to the concept and learn how a point of view can be
constructed. They will analyse media work and construct a point of view in their own productions.
Year 12 Media Production & Analysis (General)
Prerequisite
Nil
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3 provides the opportunity for students to explore and select from a range of media art and
develop their understanding of media aesthetics. Media aesthetics in the context of this unit is
the study of the emotional and intellectual response brought about by the way the techniques,
codes and conventions that create the artistic quality of the media work have been applied.
The focus for Unit 4 is power and persuasion, which includes the influential nature of media used
as a form of propaganda and political persuasion. Through this broad focus, students extend their
understanding of persuasive media, examining the way the media is able to reflect, challenge
and shape values and attitudes. They critically analyse, view, listen to, and interact with a range
of media work, considering the purposes and values of producers and audiences.
Careers/Further Study
Successful completion of Media Production & Analysis General in Year 12 provides practical skills
and theory beneficial to students aspiring to study all courses offered by the Film and Television
Institute as well as the Multimedia, Information Technology and Film courses offered by TAFE.
Completion of Media Production & Analysis ATAR in Year 12 provides practical skills and theory
relevant to all Communications courses at University. Successful completion of the Media
Production & Analysis Course will prove highly beneficial for students aspiring to study degrees in
Journalism, Public Relations and Film, Television or Radio Production.
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Music (ATAR)
Year 11 Music (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High 'C' Grade in Year 10 Music ATAR
Cost:
The cost of a private or College instrument or vocal lesson.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Across the two units, students extend and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of
contemporary music to create, communicate and evaluate music ideas with increasing depth
and complexity. They continue to develop and consolidate aural and music literacy skills,
learning how the elements of music can be applied, combined and manipulated when listening,
performing, composing and analysing music.
Contemporary Music encompasses popular music from the 1950s to the present day. It is
predominantly commercial in nature and is constantly evolving through the influence of youth
culture and the emergence of new artists and styles.
Year 12 Music (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Music ATAR or through discussion with the Head of
Learning Area.
Cost:
The cost of a private or College instrument or vocal lesson.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Across the two units, students extend and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of
contemporary music to create, communicate and evaluate music ideas with increasing depth
and complexity. They continue to develop and consolidate aural and music literacy skills, learning
how the elements of music can be applied, combined and manipulated when listening,
performing, composing and analysing music.
Students explore how social, cultural and historical factors shape music, developing an
understanding of music conventions and practices in the specific context(s) selected for study.
They apply critical listening and thinking skills and develop aesthetic understanding through
comparing and analysing musical works.
Students are encouraged to reach their creative and expressive potential, developing skills and
stylistic awareness to confidently engage in music making as performers and audience members,
both individually and collaboratively.
Careers/Further Study
Music could lead to a career in many areas. These include music or instrumental teacher, solo
performer, member of a symphony orchestra or jazz band, contemporary band, composer,
orchestrator, arranger, audio engineer and/or a career in the Australian Defence Force.
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Music Industry (Certificate II and Certificate III)
Year 11 Music Industry (Certificate II)
Prerequisites:
‘C’ Grade in Year 10 Music or through discussion with the Head of Learning
Area.
Cost:
The cost of music tuition. VET Fee $120
Course Description
A Certificate II in Music Industry will enable learners to develop practical skills in ensemble
playing, musical performance, carrying out routine tasks within the music industry. Students will
learn how the music industry operates and expand your knowledge through real industry based
tasks and assessments.
Mode of delivery:
The program will be delivered through class-based tasks that will simulate industry environment
and work outcomes. Students will participate in a range of school-based performance events
and
or productions, and where possible engage in local community and industry activities. Students
may also attend private instrumental lessons contributing to their learning.
A range of teaching and learning strategies will be used to deliver the competencies. These
Include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Team or Group Work
Face-to-Face
Blended Learning (online)
Self-Paced Learning
Lecture or Presentation
Simulated or Real Workplace Activities
Practical Demonstration
Role play
Independent learning
Case studies
Discussion

Year 12 Music Industry Certificate III in 2021
Prerequisites: Successful Completion of Cert II in Year 11 Music VET.
Option to complete Cert II Music in Year 12 through discussion with the Head of
Learning Area.
Cost:
The cost of a private or College instrument or vocal lesson.VET Fee $120
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Visual Arts (ATAR)
Year 11 Visual Arts (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High 'C' Grade in Year 10 Art or Year 10 English
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus for Unit 1 is differences. Students may, for example, consider differences arising from
cultural diversity, place, gender, class and historical period. Differences relating to art forms,
media and conventions may also provide a stimulus for exploration and expression.
The focus for Unit 2 is identities. In working with this focus, students explore concepts or issues
related to personal, social, cultural or gender identity. They become aware that self-expression
distinguishes individuals as well as cultures. Students use a variety of stimulus materials and use a
range of investigative approaches as starting points to create artwork. They develop a personal
approach to the development of ideas and concepts, making informed choices about the
materials, skills, techniques and processes used to resolve and present their artwork. Art students
learn about visual language, how it works and how to use it effectively. In an increasing digital
world an understanding of how to read visual imagery is becoming an important life skill.
Year 12 Visual Arts (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Visual Art ATAR or a High ‘C’ in any ATAR English or
through discussion with the Head of Learning Area.
Course Description
The focus for Unit 3 is commentaries. In this unit, students engage with the social and cultural
purposes of art making to produce a unique and cohesive body of work. Broad and innovative
inquiry includes the conceptualisation and documentation of experiences within contemporary
society. Students transform ideas and develop concepts using innovative approaches to art
making and presentation. They document their thinking and working practices, having the
flexibility to work across media and art forms.
The focus for Unit 4 is points of view. Students identify and explore concepts or issues of personal
significance in the presentation of a sustained, articulate and authentic body of work. They
engage in sustained inquiry, exploring ideas and developing concepts to communicate a
personal point of view. Art students learn about visual language, how it works and how to use it
effectively. In an increasing digital world an understanding of how to read visual imagery is
becoming an important life skill.
Careers/Further Study
WACE Visual Art aims to develop in students the ability to be visually literate and creative.
Occupations that require a high level of visual literacy and creativity include:
- Artist – Fine (Ceramist, Painter, Printmaker, Sculptor)
- Artist – Commercial
- Graphic designer
- Illustrator
- Advertising
- Architect
- Fashion Designer
- Textile design
- Theatrical Costume Designer
- Jewellery Design
- Industrial design
- Landscape Design
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- Interior design
- Art teacher
- Photographer

Visual Arts (General)
Year 11 Visual Arts (General)
Prerequisites: Nil, but successful completion of Year 10 Art or Design is an advantage.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.

The focus for Unit 1 is experiences. Students develop artworks based on their lives and personal
experiences, observations of the immediate environment, events and/or special occasions.
They participate in selected art experiences aimed at developing a sense of observation. The
focus for Unit 2 is explorations. Students explore ways to generate and develop ideas using a
variety of stimulus materials and explorations from their local environment. They use a variety of
inquiry approaches, techniques and processes when creating original artworks.
Art students learn about visual language, how it works and how to use it effectively. In an
increasing digital world an understanding of how to read visual imagery is becoming an
important life skill.
Year 12 Visual Arts (General)
Prerequisites:
Completion of Year 11 Visual Arts (General) or through discussion with the Head
of Learning Area.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
The focus for Unit 3 is inspirations. Students become aware that artists gain inspiration and
generate ideas from diverse sources, including what is experienced, learned about, believed in,
valued, imagined or invented. The breadth of this focus allows choice of learning contexts that
are related to students' interests. The focus for Unit 4 is investigations. Students explore and
develop ideas through the investigation of different artists, art forms, processes and technologies.
Students investigate spontaneous and analytical styles of drawing, experimenting with a range
of media and techniques. They further develop their knowledge and understanding of visual
language and apply this to both art making and art interpretation.
Art students learn about visual language, how it works and how to use it effectively. In an
increasing digital world an understanding of how to read visual imagery is becoming an
important life skill.
Careers/Further Study
WACE Visual Art aims to develop in students the ability to be visually literate and creative.
Occupations that require a high level of visual literacy and creativity include:
- Artist – Fine (Ceramist, Painter, Printmaker, Sculptor)
- Artist – Commercial
- Graphic designer
- Illustrator
- Advertising
- Architect
- Fashion Designer
- Textile design
- Theatrical Costume Designer
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-

Jewellery Design
Industrial design
LandscapeDesign
Interior design
Art teacher
Photographer

The Humanities
Head of Learning Area: Grant Miocevich
Contact Details:

9246 8240
miocevich@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10
Economics

Year 11

Year 12

Economics ATAR
Economics General

Geography

Geography ATAR

Politics and Law

Politics and Law ATAR

Modern History

Modern History ATAR

Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2
Units
1 and 2

Economics ATAR
Economics General
Geography ATAR
Politics and Law ATAR
Modern History ATAR

The shaded area indicates a University (ATAR) Pathway.
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Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4
Units
3 and 4

Economics (ATAR)
Year 11 Economics (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade (at least 60%) in Year 10 Humanities or Economics
Course Overview
Economics investigates the choices that all people, groups and societies face as they confront
the ongoing problem of satisfying their unlimited wants with limited resources. Economics aims to
understand and analyse the allocation, utilisation and distribution of scarce resources that
determine our wealth and wellbeing. Economics develops the knowledge, reasoning and
interpretation skills that form an important component of understanding individual, business and
government behaviour at the local, national and global levels. Economic literacy developed
through this course enables students to actively participate in economic and financial decision‐
making, which promotes individual and societal wealth and wellbeing.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 1 - Microeconomics
This unit is an introduction to microeconomics and explores the role of the market in determining
the wellbeing of individuals and society. Students explore the workings of real world markets with
an emphasis on the Australian economy.
Unit 2 - Macroeconomics
This unit is an introduction to macroeconomics and explores economic growth, inflation and
unemployment with an emphasis on the Australian economy. Students learn it is important to
measure and monitor changes in these macroeconomic indicators as changes in the level of
economic activity affect the wellbeing of individuals and society.
Year 12 Economics (ATAR)
Prerequisites:
High ‘C’ Grade in Year 11 Economics ATAR
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3 - Australia and The Global Economy
This unit explores the interdependence of Australia and the rest of the world. Australia is a
relatively open economy and, as such, is influenced by changes in the world economy.
Unit 4 - Economic Policies And Management
This unit explores the economic objectives of the Australian Government and the actions and
policies taken in the pursuit of these objectives. Changes in the level of economic activity
influence the policy mix and the government’s capacity to achieve its objectives.
Future Careers
Economics is important for careers in business, finance, accounting, law, education and
government.
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Economics (General)
Year 11 Economics (General)
Prerequisites: Nil
Course Overview
Economics investigates the choices that all people, groups and societies face as they confront
the ongoing problem of satisfying their unlimited wants with limited resources. Economics aims to
understand and analyse the allocation, utilisation and distribution of scarce resources that
determine our wealth and wellbeing. Economic literacy developed through this course enables
students to actively participate in economic and financial decision making that promotes
individual and societal wealth and wellbeing.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 1 - Personal economic and financial decisions
This unit explores personal economic and financial decisions in relation to earning and spending
income and building wealth. It explores how individuals derive an income and make
consumption and savings decisions for both the present and the future, and how the
Commonwealth Government can influence these decisions.
Unit 2 - Small business economics
This unit explores small business economic decisions in relation to the problem of relative scarcity
and choice. It explores the importance of business in the economy; the way in which businesses
combine resources to produce goods and services; and the strategies that businesses use to
promote their products and manage internal and external constraints, including government
regulation and policy.
Year 12 Economics (General)
Prerequisites: Nil
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3 - Microeconomics
This unit explores the theory that markets are an efficient way to allocate scarce resources, using
real world markets with an emphasis on the Australian economy. Students examine examples of
market failure, along with a range of government policy options that can be applied to achieve
more desirable outcomes. Students are also introduced to the language of economics and the
use of theories and models to explain and interpret economic events and issues.
Unit 4 - Macroeconomics
This unit explores the government’s role in a modified market economy and Australia’s recent
(the last ten years) and contemporary (the last three years) macroeconomic performance. It also
explores the cyclical fluctuations in the level of economic activity that result in changes in the
levels of output, income, spending and employment in the economy which, in turn, have
implications for economic growth, inflation and unemployment.
Future Careers
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Economics is important for careers in business, finance, accounting, law, education and
government. The General course complements training in Certificate 3 and 4 Business and will be
helpful for students taking alternative pathways to university.

Geography (ATAR)
Year 11 Geography (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade (at least 60%) in Year 10 Humanities or Geography
Course Overview
Geography draws on students’ curiosity about the diversity of the world’s places and their
peoples, cultures and environments. It enables them to appreciate the complexity of our world
and the diversity of its environments, and use this knowledge to promote a more sustainable way
of life.
Geography brings together the human and physical dimensions of the world in the study of
people, places and environments. A range of issues are explored such as energy-efficient
planning, natural disasters, water management, biodiversity, urban living and changing
agricultural practices. These issues and their implications are examined at local, regional, national
and international levels with a view to making sense of the present and evaluating future
solutions.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 1 - Natural and Ecological Hazards
students explore the management of hazards and the risk they pose to people and
environments. Risk management is defined - preparedness, mitigation and/or prevention.
Unit 2 - Global Networks and Interconnections
In this unit, students explore the economic and cultural transformations taking place in the world
– the spatial outcomes of these processes and their social and geopolitical consequences – that
will enable them to better understand the dynamic nature of the world in which they live.
Year 12 Geography (ATAR)
Prerequisites:
High ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Geography ATAR
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3 - Global Environmental Change
In this unit, students assess the impacts of land cover transformations with particular reference to
climate change or biodiversity loss.
Unit 4 - Planning Sustainable Places
In this unit, students investigate how the outcomes of processes vary depending on local
responses and adaptations, for example, population growth and decline, and economic
restructuring. Students also examine the causes and consequences of urbanisation as well as
challenges that exist in metropolitan and regional centres and megacities.
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Future Careers
Geography is important to careers in tourism, town planning, agriculture, mining, land evaluation,
environmental planning, teaching, overseas aid programs, foreign affairs and trade.

Modern History (ATAR)
Year 11 Modern History
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade (at least 60%) in Year 10 Humanities or History High ‘C’ Grade in
Year 10 History
Course Overview
The Modern History ATAR course enables students to study the forces that have shaped today’s
world and provides them with a broader and deeper comprehension of the world in which they
live. While the focus is on the 20th century, the course refers back to formative changes from the
late 18th century onwards and encourages students to make connections with the changing
world of the 21st century.
Modern history enhances students’ curiosity and imagination and their appreciation of larger
themes, individuals, movements, events and ideas that have shaped the contemporary world.
The themes that run through the units include: local, national and global conflicts and their
resolution; the rise of nationalism and its consequences; the decline of imperialism and the
process of decolonisation; the continuing struggle for the recognition of human rights; the
transformation of social and economic life; the regional shifts in power and the rise of Asia; and
the changing nature and influence of ideologies.
Course Description
Unit 1 - Understanding the Modern World
This unit provides an introduction to significant developments in the modern period that have
defined the modern world, and the ideas that underpinned them, such as liberty, equality and
fraternity.
Chosen elective of study: Capitalism – The American Experience, 1907-1941;
Unit 2 - Movements for Change in the 20th Century
This unit examines significant movements developed in response to the ideas studied in Unit 1 that
brought about change in the modern world and that have been subject to political debate. The
unit focuses on the ways in which individuals, groups and institutions challenge authority and
transform society.
Chosen elective of study: Nazism in Germany
Year 12 Modern History (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Modern History ATAR
Course Description:
Unit 3 - Modern Nations in the 20th Century
This unit examines the ‘nation’ as the principal form of political organisation in the modern world;
the crises that confronted nations in the 20th century; their responses to these crises, and the
different paths they have taken to fulfil their goals.
Chosen elective of study: Russia and the Soviet Union, 1914-1945
Unit 4 - The Modern World since 1945
This unit focuses on the distinctive features of the modern world that emerged in the period 1945–
2001. It aims to build students’ understanding of the contemporary world – that is, why we are
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here at this point in time.
Chosen elective of study:

The changing European world since 1945

Future Careers
Modern History is important to careers in business, government, law, health, science, teaching,
industry, tourism, environment, media and the arts.
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Politics and Law (ATAR)
Year 11 Politics and Law (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade (at least 60%) in Year 10 Humanities or Politics and Law
Course Overview
Politics and law is a critical study of the processes of decision-making concerning society’s
collective future. The study of politics examines the structures and processes through which
individuals and groups with different interests, beliefs and goals, deliberate and negotiate in order
to make choices, respond to changing circumstances and enact laws. The study of law examines
the system of laws governing the conduct of the people of a community, society or nation, in
response to the need for regularity, consistency and justice based upon collective human
experience.
The Politics and Law ATAR course aims to develop knowledge and understanding of the
principles, structures, institutions, processes, and practices of political and legal systems, primarily
in Australia and where appropriate, other systems and/or countries. The course challenges
students to critically examine the effectiveness of political and legal systems using criteria, such
as openness, responsiveness and accountability of those systems. The course provides for both a
chronological and contemporary understanding of political and legal issues in society.
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 1 - Democracy and the Rule of Law
This unit examines Australia’s democratic and common law systems; a non‐democratic system;
and a non‐ common law system.
Unit 2 - Representation and Justice
This unit examines representation, electoral and voting systems in Australia; justice in the Western
Australian adversarial system and a non‐common law system.
Year 12 Politics and Law (ATAR)
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ Grade Year 11 Politics and Law ATAR
Course Description
This syllabus is divided into two units.
Unit 3 - Political and Legal Power
This unit examines the political and legal system established by the Commonwealth Constitution
(Australia) and the power wielded within the system, making reference to particular political and
legal developments and issues.
Unit 4 - Accountability and Rights
This unit examines avenues for, and the effectiveness of accountability in relation to the three
branches of government in Australia. The ways, and the extent to which rights are protected,
and democratic principles are upheld and/or undermined in Australia, and one other country,
are also examined.
Future Careers
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Politics and Law is important to careers such as law, political advocacy, public administration,
community development, teaching, journalism, government and commerce.
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Vocational Study
Head of Careers:

Julie Bertolucci

Contact Details:

9246 8256
bertolucci@sacredheart.wa.edu.au

Year 10
CareerLink
-VET *
-Workplace Learning

Year 11
CareerLink
-VET
-Workplace
Learning

Year 12
Endorsed
Program

CareerLink
-VET
-Workplace Learning

Endorsed
Program

*For a full list of Nationally Accredited Courses please see www.careerlink.net.au/
Students taking a non-University pathway in Year 11 and 12 (non- ATAR pathway) must study
CareerLink. Students taking a CareerLink pathway can earn up to 6 units of equivalent towards
WACE.
Cost: $676
Authority Developed Workplace Learning (ADWPL) – Endorsed Program [Year 11 or Year 12]
The core skills for this work are a set of non-technical skills, knowledge and understandings that
underpin successful participation in work. These skills are documented in the Core Skills for Work
Development Framework and developed collaboratively by the Department of Industry and
the Department of Education. The Core Skills for Work (CSfW) encompass the Employability Skills
outlined in the National Employability Skills Framework. The Core Skills for Work can be accessed
via the website: www.innovation.gov.au/csfw . The CSfW describe performance in ten Skill
Areas, grouped under three Skill Clusters.
Skill Clusters
Skill Areas
1.
Navigate the world of work
a. Manage career and work life
b. Work with roles, rights and protocols
2.
Interact with others
a. Communicate for work
b. Connect and work with others
c. Recognise and utilise diverse
3.
Get the work done
a. Plan and organise
b. Make decisions
c. Identify and solve problems
d. Create and innovate
e. Work in a digital world
CareerLink places the students in a specific industry of their choice, and allows them to take
‘off the job training’ in TAFE related courses. Advantages for students including CareerLink in
their program:
● Students gain a greater understanding of the world of work
● Promotes school/community partnerships
● Increases self esteem, confidence and responsibility
● Students see the relevance of the workplace to what is taught at school
● Further develops personal and communication skills
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●
●

The community sees vocational orientation in post-compulsory education as relevant and
necessary.
WPL enhances prospects of entry into TAFE, alternative university entry pathways and other
post school destinations.

Appendix One – Conversion Table TEA to ATAR
TEA/ATAR SUMMARY TABLE BASED 2019 RESULTS
The following table gives an indication of the minimum Tertiary Entrance Score (TES) required to
achieve a particular Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). The table can be used to roughly
check an ATAR calculation. This table relates to the 2019 results.

ATAR

Minimum TEA for ATAR

30.00

133.2

40.05

157.6

50.00

179.4

55.00

189.1

60.00

198.5

61.00

200.7

62.00

202.6

63.00

205.1

64.00

207.2

65.00

209.4

66.00

211.2

67.00

213.1

68.00

215.3
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69.00

217.4

70.00

219.4

71.00

221.5

72.00

223.8

73.00

226.1

74.00

228.2

75.00

230.2

76.00

232.6

77.00

235.3

78.00

238.0

79.00

240.8

80.00

243.4

81.00

246.3

82.00

249.2

83.00

252.3

84.00

255.2

85.00

259.2

86.00

262.6

87.00

266.2
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88.00

270.1

89.00

274.0

90.00

278.2

91.00

282.5

92.00

287.8

93.00

292.9

94.00

298.6

95.00

305.0

96.00

312.1

97.00

321.9

98.00

334.5

98.50

341.5

99.00

353.1

99.50

369.5

99.70

379.5

99.90

398.7

99.95

408.5

NB.:

TEA is the sum of the best four courses.
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Appendix Two – Glossary of Important Terms
\

Accredited Courses:
Accredited Courses count towards the achievement of the Western Australian Certificate of
Education (WACE). All Courses offered at Sacred Heart College are accredited including
Religious Education (Religion and Life).
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) expresses the student’s overall performance for
University entrance in rank order on a percentile ranking from 0 to 9.95. This rank compares all
students in the state. The higher the ATAR performance the better the student’s performance.
Competence in English – Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
In order to achieve WACE, a student must achieve a band 8 in reading, writing and numeracy in
the Year 9 NAPLAN test. A student who does not achieve this minimum requirement of literacy is
expected to sit an OLNA test in Years 10, 11 and 12 until such time as they have achieved band
8 in reading, writing and numeracy. Students who do not achieve this minimum standard of
literacy and numeracy will not be awarded a Western Australian Certificate of Education
(WACE).
Competence in English - University Entrance
For University entry, the English competency Level is higher than that to achieve WAVE. The
student will need to achieve a scaled score of 50 in an English Course or Literature. If this is not
met, achievement in the standardised moderated numeric school assessment or, standardised
numeric examination assessment of at least 55 in English or Literature can be used. UWA requires
at least 60 in English or Literature. Students who do not meet this standard are required to sit a
Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT) or another test of English approved by the concerned
University.
Courses
Students on a University pathway should study ATAR Courses. Students on a TAFE/Workforce
pathway should study General Courses.
Endorsed Programs
Special Programs that are a part of the School program, however, are not assessed as other
Courses. Endorsed Programs can contribute to Western Australian Certificate of Education
(WACE)
Grade
At the end of Year 11 and Year 12 respectively, a student receives for each Course studied a
letter grade of A, B, C, D, E based on the year’s school assessment, including exams. Endorsed
Programs do not receive a grade.
List A and List B Courses
All Courses are divided into List A or B. All students must complete at least one subject from each
list in Year 12 for Graduation purposes. List A includes subjects from the arts, languages, social
sciences. List B includes subjects from mathematics, science, and technology.
Pre-requisites
Many tertiary courses require prospective students to have taken a particular Course whilst in
Year 12 and a satisfactory result to be obtained. One of the best examples of this is Engineering
Courses which normally require that students have studied and passed specific subjects at
Secondary School. Other University courses may refer to subjects as highly recommended rather
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than firm prerequisites. It is most important to thoroughly check the requirements for tertiary
courses in which you are interested.
School Assessment
Each Year 12 student receives a grade and a mark from the school out of 100 for each course.
This mark is the composite mark that takes into account student achievement in all assessments
throughout Year 12 for that course. This mark is submitted to the SCSA at the end of Year 12. The
School Assessment will be combined with the WACE Examination Score to produce a final scaled
result for each subject that will contribute to a student’s TEA and ATAR.
SCSA (School Curriculum and Standards Authority)
SCSA oversees the K-12 curriculum in all Western Australian Schools. This body is responsible for
WACE Examinations, distribution of the Statement of Results and Western Australian Certificate of
Education.
SCSA Awards
For up to date Awards information please check:
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/internet/Senior_Secondary/Exhibitions_and_Awards
Training WA TAFE
Technical and Further Education courses are now recognised as tertiary training. TAFE colleges
offer an enormous range of courses, some very practically oriented, some equivalent to the early
stages of university courses. Many courses now require Year 12 results for entry, and all give credit
for Year 12 Courses completed.
Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC)
The Tertiary Institutions Service Centre co-ordinates the applications of students to the four public
Universities in Western Australia.
University Entrance
Public University Entrance requires:
a)
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) or AQF/TAFE Certificate IV
b)
Competence in English
c)
Achievement of WACE
d)
Students have met any pre-requisite required.
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
A state-wide certificate awarded to Year 12 students who satisfy key criteria described on page
7 of this book.
WACE Examinations
External examinations set and marked under the control of the SCSA. The examinations cover
the syllabus of Year 12 (ATAR) Courses. All students studying ATAR Courses whilst in Year 12 will be
required to sit these examinations.
The Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA)
A WASSA is issued to all Year 12 students who complete any study that contributes towards a
WACE. It lists all courses and programs completed by a student in Years 11 and 12 and records:
● The meeting of WACE requirements or a statement of literacy and numeracy
● Exhibitions and awards achieved by the student
● The student’s WACE combined mark
● The student’s grades and marks achieved in course units
● The student’s VET qualifications
● The endorsed programs successfully completed by the student
● The number of community service hours completed by the student
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●

Results achieved by the student in WACE Courses from previous years.
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